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From the Desk of the CEO 
 

Greetings to the residents of and visitors to Sandstone. 

At this time of year, Iôd like to thank all staff who put the effort in this past year. 

I especially thank Paddy OôBrien for his achievements in following projects: 

¶ completing the Hack Street footpath; 

¶ Installation of the Caravan Park Units and the new septics in the Caravan Park (thanks also 

to Garry Farmer for his substantial work on these projects); 

¶ repairing the water playground; 

¶ supervising the placement and ancillaries of the new Shire house in Griffith Street; 

¶ the greening of the school oval and Anzac Park; 

¶ organising and overseeing the new gardens in the median strips in Oroya and Hack Street and 

the very colourful little gardens in the giant pot plants; 

¶ bring some order to the reticulation system around the various garden; 

¶ and of course, with Leading Hand Danny Humphries, management of the road projects. 

 I also thank Tracey Weiss for her excellent management of the Caravan Park, Caf®, Visitors 

Centre and the administration, especially in overcoming many logistical and resourcing obstacles.  

Tracey is unfortunately leaving us in January 2025 but she has done a huge job for the Shire and she 

will be missed. I wish Tracey all the very best in her future employment.  

Congratulations to Tegan and the Tidy Towns team for achieving finalist status in three categories in 

the awards. This is a fantastic achievement and competing against larger local governments is never 

easy. 

Along with the Shire President and Planning Consultant I attended a meeting in Perth with the 

Department of Lands, Planning and Heritage as we attempt to acquire vacant land for future 

development opportunities. Currently the Shire has very little land to offer to any persons or 

businesses that would like to locate in Sandstone. This is a lengthy and difficult process but at least 

we are underway. 

According to a Telstra message, the most recent Telstra outage is due to Telstra ñworking to fix the 

mobile network in Sandstone.ò This probably sounds familiar as they seem to be continually ñfixingò 

the network in Sandstone. One comment is that the astronauts get better phone service in the space 

station than we do in Sandstone.  

On behalf of the staff, I wish everyone including the many contractors whoôve worked for us over the 

year, a very Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 

Peter Money 

Chief Executive Officer 
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H  S  SANDSTONE WA 6639 
P : 08 9963 5802   

Christmas message from the Shire President 
 

With the Festive Seasons drawing near, I wonder where 2024 has gone! This 
year the Shire has worked hard on many projects and it has been great to see 
many progressed and completed. The feedback from visitors is always very 
positive, about what a neat, clean and safe little town Sandstone is. The Post 
Office Café is very popular, and we have received many fantastic comments on 
the coffee, food, and lovely staff.  A big thank you, to all those, who have 
worked in the Café this year.  
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank my fellow councillors for their 
support over the past year, and the staff for their efforts in helping make 
Sandstone an enjoyable place to live, work and visit.  
 

We were all deeply saddened by the news of the tragic passing of one of our 
community members, Mark Taylor. Our thoughts, love, and deepest sympathy 
are with Ali on the loss of her beloved husband.  
 

Wishing all residents a joyful, and safe Christmas, and a happy, healthy, and 
prosperous New Year. If you are travelling to be with loved ones over the 
Christmas period, take care, and I look forward to seeing you all in 2025.  
  
 

 
Beth Walton  

Sandstone Shire President 
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H  S  SANDSTONE WA 6639  
P : 08 9963 5802   

E : dceo@sandstone.wa.gov.au 

 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ŘŀǘŜǎ нлнп 
         

        December   18th 

 

Meetings commence at 1:00pm in Council Chambers located  

at the rear of the Shire Administration Centre 

 

Meetings are open to the public 

 

 

2025 

 

January  no meeting 

February  27th 

March  27th 

April   24th 

May   22nd 

June   26th 

July   24th 

August  28th 

September  25th 

October  23rd 

November  27th 

December  18th  

 

 

The Environmental Health Officer 

for the Shire of Sandstone  

is David Hadden. 

 
Davidôs contact details are:  

Principal EHO/Building Surveyor 
 

Mobile: 0483 350 133 
Email: eho@mtmagnet.wa.gov.au  

 

 

mailto:healthbuilding@leonora.wa.gov.au
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The WA Christmas tree is very unusual.  It has no relatives and is classed in a genus by itself in the     

mistletoe family.  Unlike other mistletoes that grow on the branches of their host trees, the WA Christmas 

tree grows in the ground.  It is partially parasitic which means that its roots make rings round the roots of 

nearby plants and then extracts water and nutrients from those plants. 

The WA Christmas Tree is the only plant in the mistletoe family that has seeds that are wind                 

dispersed.  The seeds have wings on them but because the seeds are quite large they often land just a few 

metres from the parent tree.  The majority of seeds are eaten by ants and other creatures, or they are not 

able to germinate due to the circumstances not being ideal for germination. 

During the flowering period which is now, the flowers are a rich source of nectar for the nectar eating 

birds and insects for the insect eating birds. 

The trees develop thick trunks which are made from a starchy tissue which horses love to eat and they 

continue to chew until they kill the tree. It is important that large numbers of animals are not allowed to 

stand under these trees, or any trees for that matter, for shade.  The compaction of the ground by the 

hooves of livestock, particularly cattle and horses, can slowly kill a tree. 

The weight of the flowers and leaves of the WA Christmas Tree often causes branches to break off the 

trees which gives them an irregular, often battered, look. 

We do not fully understand the WA Christmas Tree and how to give it the best chance of survival when 

planted into a garden or a bushland setting.  In their natural setting they appear to be tough and adapta-

ble.  They can be seen growing over a large area 

from Kalbarrie to Iraelite Bay which includes 

many different soil types and situations.   

In reality nobody knows how to help them to 

grow successfully in gardens or bushland. 

 

dƓƶ ņǡņƶǨ ƓƋņ ƲņƶƼƓƋ ǢŧƓ ƼǋĹĹņņĿƼ 
ǅƓ şƶƓǢ ě Ĉ! ?ŧƶūƼǅƉěƼ ëƶņņ ǅŧņƶņ 
ěƶņ ěǅ ƂņěƼǅ ěƋƓǅŧņƶ Ǻǡņ ǢŧƓ ŝěūƂʘ   

To read the full article visit-
www.australiannativenursery.com.au 

µÙĚġÙĖĀ ĥĚġĖÀúíÀĚ -ëĖíĚġÿÀĚ ġĖÙÙˍ ˜`ĥĴġĚíÀ æúĆĖíÌĥĀÓÀ ˝ 
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Nal

6ÒƠĎƑ Śġ ĴŐƠĎƇĎƑƠ ĴŐ 6ĎóĎŋèĎƇ 

 

25th CHRISTMAS DAY 

31st NEW YEARS EVE 

1st  Beginning of Summer 

5th international volunteer day 

21st Winter solstice 

21st Gravy day  - inspired by paul kellys song �¶how to make gravy�· 

�%�L�U�W�K�G�D�\�V�� 
2ndñKaran  
30thñBrigette 
 


