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Shire News

Shire of Sandstone
Hack Street SANDSTONE WA 6639
Phone: 08 9963 5802
Email: reception@sandstone.wa.gov.au

From the Desk of the CEO
Lots 113 & 114 Payne Street
After a long and involved process, these blocks have now been given the green light by Environmental Site Services after
the recent removal of fibrous asbestos material.
Council will decide on the possible uses of these lots over the coming months.
June Meeting
Due to lack of a quorum, the June Ordinary Council meeting has been delayed until Friday 8th July at the usual time of
1:00pm.
Annual Electors Meeting
The 2020/2021 Annual Electors Meeting is to be held on Friday 8th July commencing at 2.30pm.
Copies of the Annual Report are available from the Administration Office.
Post Office Building 17 Hack Street
Most people would now be aware, Council acquired the Post Office Building when it recently came on the market, due to
Gina and Danny relocating to a quieter life in Northampton.
I feel we were lucky to get this building and one possible use being considered is an extension of the Visitor Centre.
Staff
Council wishes to welcome Alison Ross and Shane O’Keeffe.
Alison joins Council as a Finance Officer, bringing a wealth of experience and will fit into the position nicely.
Shane is welcomed back as a temporary Water Cart Operator for an unknown term.
Rates
Gross Rental Valuations
Every 5 years, Council is required to have a revaluation of properties classified as rated on a GRV basis. This revaluation is
carried out by Landgate and is used by the Local Authority and Water Authority of WA.
The result of these revaluations is that if Council resolve to raise their rates income by 2% this does not mean that every
ratepayers rates will be increased by 2% as a revaluation generally results in some valuations increasing and some
decreasing, some people are extremely pleased by their rates notice whilst some can get a little irate.
What is GRV
GRV is Gross Rental Value, in other words when the revaluation takes place, the valuer looks at your property and
estimates what the income from this property would be on the rental market. If your GRV is $5200 then its Rental Value is
calculated to be $100 per week, or if your GRV is $15,600 your rental value has been deemed to be $300 per week.
($15,600 divided by 52 weeks)
What can I do if I disagree with the Gross Rental Value imposed on my property?
Once rates are issued, a ratepayer who disagrees with the valuation can “Object” to the valuation.
This must be done within 60 Days of issue of rates notice and on the prescribed form which is available from the Council’s
Administration Building.
It is always in your best interest, even if lodging an objection, to pay your rates either in full or by instalments as penalty
interest starts accruing after 35 days from issue.
If your rates objection is successful, a refund of overpaid rates is made once a new rates notice is issued when the revised
valuation is received.
Charlie Brown
CEO
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Evan Ayres
Around 30 people came along to the Town Hall to be
entertained by Evan Ayers, a very talented 21 year old.
With his jazz classics, rock and roll and some country added
in ,there was something for everyone. Evan played for
3 hours with only a 10 minute break so he certainly gave us
his all. He sang and played his guitar and saxophone
with songs from artists such as Willy Nelson, Eagles, Roy
Orbison, Ray Charles, Chris Issacs, just to name a few.
There was some great dance moves from Aprile, Kristine,
Ellie, and Caroline. Good on you girls!
It was a fantastic evening and for those who were thinking
of coming along and didn’t, you missed out on a great
night.
Thank you Evan for an entertaining evening.
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Shire News

Shire of Sandstone
Hack Street SANDSTONE WA 6639
Phone: 08 9963 5802
Email: reception@sandstone.wa.gov.au

The Environmental Health Officer for the Shire of Sandstone is Dave Hadden.
Dave’s contact details are:Principal EHO/Building Surveyor
Shires of Leonora, Laverton, Menzies & Sandstone.
Phone- 9037 6044
Mobile- 0428 376 044
Email- healthbuilding@leonora.wa.gov.au
***********************************************************************************************

Council meeting dates 2022
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

-

8th July
28th
25th
22nd
27th
24th
15th

Meetings commence at 1:00pm in Council Chambers
located at the rear of the Administration Centre.
Meetings are open to the public.
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FREE SKIN CHECKS
The Shire of Sandstone is organising skin checks for Staff and
permanent Shire Residents,
including Permanent Residents of Alice Atkinson Caravan Park.
Please contact the Shire Office on 9963 5802 to register your interest.
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Finally
Water Corporation have provided a
limited number of new shower heads
- now available from the Shire Office
To receive your new shower head
You MUST bring in your old shower head
AND a copy of your last water bill
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ART EVENT WITH WINE AND CHEESE TASTING
On 13th August 2022 at 6.00pm at the Sandstone Town Hall.
Come along and enjoy an evening of free wine & cheese tasting with tea, coffee and
fruit juice also available, whilst admiring some amazing artistic creations made by locals and others from further afield.
Art and craft exhibits will be on sale during the evening.
For those who want to exhibit, please bring your art works to the Town Hall by the
12th of August at 3.00pm.
Volunteers will be needed to man the Town Hall between 10.00am and 3.00pm.
Contact Beth Walton on 0408 497 615 or email beth.walton@bigpond.com
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Compliments
Melissa, a heavy truck driver, stayed at the Alice Atkinson Caravan Park and requested we pass
her compliments on to management regarding the female amenities. Melissa said she visits many
caravan parks because of her job and the facilities at Sandstone were some of the best she has
seen in her travels.
Thank you for your kind words Melissa and we hope to see you back soon!
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Some Pictures to make your day
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Quotes from Actual Performance Evaluations
Since my last report, this employee has reached rock bottom and shows signs of starting to dig.
His men would follow him anywhere, but only out of morbid curiosity.
I would not allow this employee to breed.
This associate is really not so much of a has-been but more of a definitely won’t be.
He would be out of his depth in a parking lot puddle.
This young lady has delusions of adequacy.
This employee should go far – and the sooner the better.
This employee is depriving a village somewhere of an idiot.
He sets low personal standards and then consistently fails to achieve them.

How bad is the Economy really?
The economy is so bad:
- I received a pre declined credit card in the mail.
- CEOs are now playing miniature golf.
- Exxon-Mobil have laid of 25 Congressmen
- Angelina Jolie has adopted a child from America.
- A picture is now only worth 200 words
- They have renamed Wall Street to Wal-Mart Street
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The hunt for Lonely Graves on Cogla Downs Station
Story submitted by Joanne
I first met Blue last year while working at the Visitor Centre. He is one of the grave markers who comes up to
Sandstone with the team. This team of grave markers do a great job researching, finding, and making plaques
for cemeteries and lonely graves in WA.
We got chatting and when I said that, when not in Sandstone, I was out at Cogla Downs Station, he made mention about some graves that were out there that they haven’t marked yet.
Further research in the lonely graves of Western Australia book told of at least three people buried at the
Barrambie cemetery on Cogla Downs. Also, a further two along the rabbit proof fence at the 299-mile peg.
The hunt was on to find these graves.
Matt and I contacted some previous owners of Cogla Downs on Facebook to see if they knew of any graves.
They gave us some co-ordinates, but we were unable to locate any graves on our first visit there.
After this, Matt ran into a past owner of Cogla, Ian James. Ian gave an approx. location of a reserve number
11677 and the second hunt proved successful. The cemetery was found by chance as we were leaving the
area.
We discovered the flattened shovel tombstone with the lettering cut with a cold chisel. Gardener Frank, Died
7.7.1910. He was about 28 years. He died at the Barrambie gold mine when he was being lowered down the
mine shaft. He was an engine fitter.
Margaret Desmond, 12.10.1908, aged 39 years, died of natural causes. She was the first person to be buried in
the Barrambie Cemetery. Unmarked.
William Henry Downard, 22.10.1923, aged 54 years. Died at the old Barrambie gold mine. He was a prospector
who was accidentally killed by a fall of stone when he was being lowered down a mine shaft. He was born in
England and had lived in WA for 20 years. Unmarked.
The grave markers have been notified and they are keen to restore the site and get some plaques erected.
The following are the two graves at what is known as the 299-mile peg along the rabbit proof fence.
Sappo Halls died end of January 1905. He was a labourer who supposedly died of thirst and was buried where
he was found at the 299-mile peg on the rabbit proof fence.
McCaul, died 1905- buried at the spot known as 299- mile peg on the rabbit proof fence. He may have
succumbed to thirst. Sadly, when his body was found he was only 11 miles from water.
This information is from the lonely graves of Western Australia books. We are yet to discover these graves.
Update: On the 10th of June, we met up with Blue and his lovely wife Mary. We took them to the site of the
Barrambie cemetery and erected the three plaques on the grave sites. Blue said he has looked for these
graves so many times. He was so glad to have finally found them.
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The hunt for Lonely Graves on Cogla Downs Station
Pictures submitted by Joanne
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Well-Hidden

Pictures submitted by Joanne
Have a look at below pictures, what do you see?

It’s a Thorny Devil! Very well hidden and deceivingly small as you can see on the next Pictures.

This cute little critter is also called a Thorny Lizard or Dragon. Other names are Mountain Devil and Moloch
Horridus, the latter just to throw in a curveball. They can grow up to 8 inches in length, are native to
Australia and they can live between six and twenty years!
Interesting facts about the Thorny Devil:
- Did you know the name Moloch Horridus comes from a poem called “Paradise Lost” by John Milto?
It describes a Canaanite god Moloch as a horrible king.
- They only feed on ants and can consume thousands of small black ants a day. They just sit near an ant’s trail
and eat the passers-by.
- Apart from the spikes, they can inflate their chest with air and puff up to make themselves look bigger.
- They can change color! In warm weather, they are usually pale yellow and red. They turn a darker color in cold
weather or when alarmed.
- They have a “false head”. There is a knob-like growth on the back of their neck. When they feel threatened,
they can tuck their head between their front legs, leaving the false head where the real head used to be.
Thank you Joanne for sharing your amazing find with these great pictures!
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Sandstone Visitor Centre

Before you leave Sandstone, and if you haven’t done so already, don’t forget to visit our Visitor Centre which
has a Museum!
The Ladies at the Visitor Centre are a valuable source of local knowledge, and they can help you find our history
in the nooks and crannies of our town.
Would you like a tour? They can put you in touch with our Shire President who is more than delighted to walk
you through Sandstone and its history.
She can show you where the Bank and the Old Primary School used to be. We also have a Heritage Cottage,
former Police Station and the Black Range Chapel.
If you would like to go out for a small drive, you can visit London Bridge, the Contradiction Well, the Old Brewery
and the State Battery which, by 1928, cost 1,531,694 Pounds, had crushed 1,550,292 tons of ore for a value of
6,169,343 Pounds!
Would you like to find out how people lived back in the day? How much they were hoping to find their yellow
fortune in the red sand and hot sun? The Visitor Centre can help you cleanse your thirst for knowledge with the
many books they have available for sale. We even have a Cemetery booklet which will bring life back to the
people laid to rest.
The Visitor Centre also has some local treasures you can buy and take back home with you like beautiful
crystals, unique pen holders, hand engraved glassware, handmade quilts, locally made postcards and more.
And they also sell Old Man Saltbush for the cooks amongst us.
So don’t forget to give the lovely ladies at the Visitor Centre a visit!
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Social Lawn Bowls
Sandstone Community Rec Centre
All welcome

Come and join in
Dates for July 2022
Saturday 16th
Saturday 30th

Starting time — 1pm
Bowls are available if you
don’t have your own
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COMMUNITY BUS TO MT MAGNET

The Sandstone Community Bus travels regularly
to Mt Magnet for Shire business.

The bus leaves from the Shire Office at 10:00 am and leaves
Mt Magnet at approximately 1.30 pm for the return trip home.

Please book your seat by visiting the Shire Office
in person or by phoning (08) 9963 5802

The Community Bus is a free service provided by the Shire
No food or drinks can be consumed on the bus

The bus trips for July are
Wednesday 13th & 27th
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Bush Fire Brigade
New members are always welcome.
Meetings/training are held
on the last Thursday of the month at 5pm
At the Bush Fire Brigade Station
Lot 73, Rowe Street

If you would like to join
the Fire Brigade please contact:Captain - Paul Dixon
0407 087 788
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Lemon Curd
( Because we all have a lemon tree!)
5 Ingredients
1 Method Step

2 Eggs yolks
3/4 cup (165g) caster sugar
1/3 cup chilled unsalted butter
Zest and juice of 2 lemons
Whisk whole eggs, yolks and sugar in a saucepan until smooth, then place pan
over a low heat. Add the butter, juice and zest and whisk continuously until
thickened. Strain through a sieve into a sterilised jar. Lemon curd keeps
covered, in the fridge for 2 weeks.
•
Recipe Notes
It is important to sterilize jars to prevent mould forming.
Oven: Preheat the oven to 120C. Place jars (upright) and lids (separately) on an oven tray and heat in the
oven for 20 minutes. Remove and fill immediately with jam or other preserves.
Stovetop: Place jars and lids in a deep saucepan. Cover with cold water. Bring water to the boil over high
heat, reduce heat to medium and boil for 10 minutes. Line a baking tray with paper towel. Remove the jars
using metal tongs and allow to air dry or dry with a clean paper towel.
Dishwasher: Place jars, lids and rubber seals in the dishwasher on the hottest cycle. Remove and place onto a
paper towel-lined tray; the heat will dry them naturally or you can dry them with paper towel.
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Now located at

296A Place Road, Wonthella, Geraldton

XXXXXXXXX
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Pastoralists and D.E.C. in the Sandstone and
surrounding Shires have an ongoing wild dog bait
programme. Please be advised

BAITS WILL BE ON THE GROUND ALL YEAR
ROUND

Dogs are NOT PERMITTED
on a pastoral lease unless
permission has been given

To avoid being
penalised all dogs and cats
must be kept in your yards
or on leads at all times.
Please clean up after
your dog!!!!!
All dogs must be
registered. If your dog is
not registered, or if you
are unsure when the
registration expires,
please contact the Shire
office.

When was the last time you visited
your local library?
We don’t just have books, there are
DVDs and Audio books as well, so next
time you are passing the shire admin
building, pop in and have a look.
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JPB Contracting
Paul (Scruffy)
Bennett

Ph: 0427 841 888

Please note this is NOT a service
provided at the Shire of Sandstone
so please call for an appointment .
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Mount Magnet Post & Lotteries
Gifts, cards, stationery, art supplies.
Passport photos and much more
Drop in and browse

Check out the website www.mtmagnetpost.com

Dog registrations are due by
the end of October each year.
Please check your dog’s registration
or contact the Shire office to check
if your dog’s registration needs renewal

SANDSTONE LIBRARY
OPEN 8.30am-4.30pm Mon-Fri
•
•
•
•
•

Interlibrary Loans
Audio Books
Internet access
DVDs
Fiction and non Fiction books
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ROTARY CLUB

We are the very first Rotary Club
that is based purely online in
WA. This enables people living
in remote/regional areas the option to still provide a service to
their local community by joining
Rotary E club of E.WA. It’s a
new and vital Rotary
Experience.

YOU MUST CONTACT THE SHIRE
OF SANDSTONE PRIOR TO
DISPOSAL OF ANY
ASBESTOS MATERIALS
Phone (08) 9963 5802
Mondays - Fridays
8:30 - 4:00pm

We meet via online webinars
and the use of Facebook, both
open to the public and private
sessions.

LEGAL ACTION WILL
BE TAKEN FOR
NON-COMPLIANCE

Name: E-WA Rotary
Address: www.ewarotary.org.au

We are always after articles
for the Bush Telegraph.
If you have a story, a photo
or maybe a birthday, or
something else you would
like to see in your
newsletter please email
the Shire Office at

www.facebook.com/ewarotary
Ph 0408 802 490
Community Group Name :
E-WA Rotary—Kerry O’Shea
rotaryewa@gmail.com
We’d love to hear from you :)

finance@sandstone.wa.gov.au

Westcoast Seafood
Email: stan@westcoastseafood.com.au
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Looking for Gold?
Want to Prospect
near Sandstone?
Please contact the Mt Magnet
Office of the Department of
Mines and Petroleum,
Cnr Hepburn and Richardson
Streets, Mount Magnet
Telephone

NOW OPEN
9AM—4PM
DAILY

(08) 9963 4509

Useful Sandstone
Phone Numbers
Alice Atkinson Caravan Park

Heritage Museum &
Visitor Centre

08 9963 5859

Main Roads - Road Conditions
(24 Hr Customer Contact Centre )

13 81 38

Mt Magnet Police

08 9963 3222

National Hotel

08 9963 5801

Outback Accommodation

08 9963 5869

Sandstone Museum &
Visitor Information Centre

08 9963 5061

Sandstone Nursing Post

08 9963 5808

Shire of Sandstone Office
and Post Office

08 9963 5802

Justice of the Peace

0412 652 835

Ordinary
Meeting
of Council
The next Ordinary Meeting of Council
is Thursday 23rd June 2022
from 1:00pm in Council Chambers
When prepared, the Agenda
can be viewed online at
www.sandstone.wa.gov.au
or at theSandstone Public Library
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831

Before attending the nursing post on Doctor days, can all
patients please contact Lana to make an appointment.
Lana can be contacted at home on 9963 5831
or at the nursing post on Thursdays on 9963 5808

Thank You
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831

Wiluna Medical Services Available
The following medical services are available from visiting specialists through the Wiluna Medical
Centre. These services are free of charge and are available to Sandstone residents and the
travelling public.
To make an appointment for visiting specialists, contact Wiluna Medical Centre 9981 8600
Dental (Monthly)
Gynaecologist
Audiologist
Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT)
Cardiologist
Respiratory
Health and Well being services
Child Health Services,
Paediatrician
___________________________________________________________________________________

Mount Magnet Medical Services
available

Ph for appointment for
GP 9940 3222

How do I see a visiting specialist?
Specialist & Allied Health
Services include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cardiologist
Sonographer
Respiratory Physician
Clinical Nurse Specialist
General Physician
Dietician
Diabetes Education
Podiatrist
Audiologist
Physiotherapy

• To see the visiting specialists at Murchison Outreach
Service (Mt Magnet) you must see the GP who will refer
you to the appropriate specialist.

Need to know more? Contact our Specialist Clerk or
specialist Nurse for further information on

(08) 9940 3222
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831

Sandstone Physiotherapy clinics 2022
The Physio is currently provided via Telehealth
If you need an appointment outside of these dates,
please call the number below
To book an appointment, please phone
Geraldton Physiotherapy Reception
08 9956 2204
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831

Meekatharra RFDS
Flying clinics
2022
July

Thursday 7th
Thursday 14th
Thursday 21st
Thursday 28th

Sandstone
Yalgoo
Sandstone
Paynes Find /Yalgoo

C McConnell
C McConnell
C McConnell
C McConnell

Sandstone
Yalgoo
Sandstone
Paynes Find/Yalgoo

L Malzinskas
C McConnell
C McConnell
Reliever

Sandstone
Yalgoo
Sandstone
Paynes Find/Yalgoo
Sandstone

Reliever
Reliever
Reliever
Reliever
C McConnell

Yalgoo
Sandstone
Paynes Find/Yalgoo
Sandstone

C McConnell
C McConnell
C McConnell
C McConnell

Yalgoo
Sandstone
Paynes Find/Yalgoo
Sandstone

C McConnell
C McConnell
C McConnell
C McConnell

Yalgoo
Sandstone
Paynes Find/Yalgoo
Sandstone

C McConnell
C McConnell
C McConnell
C McConnell

August
Thursday 4th
Thursday 11th
Thursday 18th
Thursday 25th
September
Thursday 1st
Thursday 8th
Thursday 15th
Thursday 22nd
Thursday 29th
October
Thursday 6th
Thursday 13th
Thursday 20th
Thursday 27th
November
Thursday 3rd
Thursday 10th
Thursday 17th
Thursday 24th
December
Thursday 1st
Thursday 8th
Thursday 15th
Thursday 22nd
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

If no answer when phoning for an appointment,
please leave a message with your name and phone number and they will call back
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831

TELEPHONE HELP LINES
Mental Health Emergency Response Line
(formerly Psychiatric Emergency Team)
Perth WA 6000 Tel: 08 9224 8888

RuralLink
Tel: 1800 552 002
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831
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JULY 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7
Doctor’s clinic

8
Shire RDO

9

10

11

12

13
Bus to Mt
Magnet

14
Nurse’s Clinic

15

16

17

18

19

20

21
Doctor’s Clinic

22

23

24

25

26

27
Bus to Mt
Magnet

28
Council

29

30

Nurse’s
Clinic
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Internet access is available at Sandstone Library in the
Shire Administration Building using our computers

Monday—Friday
8.30am—4.30pm
Please note :
We don’t have public WIFI
If you would like your event to appear on the Community Planner please contact the
Shire of Sandstone - Phone: 08 9963 5802 Email: finance@sandstone.wa.gov.au
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