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Shire News

Shire of Sandstone
Hack Street SANDSTONE WA 6639
Phone: 08 9963 5802 Fax: 08 9663 5852
Email: reception@sandstone.wa.gov.au

From the Desk of the CEO
It is good to see so many tourists in town and to hear the many compliments about how nice the town
looks and how welcoming and friendly the people are. I sometimes think those of us who live in
Sandstone take this for granted so we need to hear it from visitors to realise how lucky we are to live
in such a special town. I would also like to pass on my thanks to community members and shire staff
at the visitor centre and caravan park for being so friendly and welcoming to visitors.
Although Council at the Special Budget Meeting on the 6th August agreed to freeze rates and fees
and charges for the 2020-2021 year in line with a request from the state government plus provide
discounts to tourism businesses impacted by COVID-19 and mining ratepayers, we have again
handed down a balanced budget with many capital projects. Some of the main points of the budget
are as follows; Rate income $1,069,247 operating grants and subsidies received $2,525,730 fees and
charges $220,229 and interest earnings of $54,096. Operating expenditure included employee costs
of $1,55,213 materials and contracts $2,874,637 utility charges $142,376 insurance expense
$169,490 and depreciation of assets $1,451,775. Non-operating grants and contributions totaled
$973,711 leaving a deficit of $388,385 funded by the carried forward surplus from last year. Purchase
of non-current assets totaled $2,783,182 including road construction of $2,101,752. Operating income
and expenditure included flood damage works on roads damaged by a rain event in February 2020 of
$1,370,185. Capital projects funded by the commonwealth government COVID stimulus grant of
$321,782 are painting and repairs to the Rec Centre, Town Hall, Visitor Centre, the Old School
Building with the bulk of the grant $238,778 going towards a road project on the Sandstone Menzies
Road. Other capital projects include $37,000 to install a new more reliable system at the fuel station
that will accept WEX cards including the pensioner and emergency services volunteer fuel cards as
well as the normal credit and eftpos cards. Consideration is also being given to the installation of a
fast flow diesel pump. Other projects are $40,000 to connect services and an access ramp to the new
shower block at the school site, $50,000 to progress development of the new park next to the fuel
station, $11,900 for seating and shade shelters at the bowling green, $15,000 for concrete slabs at
the caravan park and $18,476 to renovate the ensuite at the CEO house.
Decisions made at the meeting held on the 27th August included supporting changes to the trust deed
for the Local Government House Trust of which the shire is a member, comment on the proposed gas
pipeline traversing the shire that any road works or reinstatement are subject to Works Supervisor
approval and the installation of a fast flow diesel pump at the fuel station costing approximately
$22,000 and investigation into the cost of installing a new larger diesel tank and converting the current diesel tank to a premium unleaded tank at the fuel station.
As always, I ask that you take care on our roads particularly around where the shire crew are working
which is currently on the Sandstone - Menzies Road. There will also be a considerable amount of
work going on updating and replacing missing, faded or outdated signs on the road network in the
coming weeks so please adhere to speed reductions that are in place to help keep our workforce
safe.

Harry Hawkins
Chief Executive Officer
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Shire News

Shire of Sandstone
Hack Street SANDSTONE WA 6639
Phone: 08 9963 5802 Fax: 08 9663 5852
Email: reception@sandstone.wa.gov.au

The Environmental Health Officer for the Shire of Sandstone is Dave Hadden.

Dave’s contact details are:-

Principal EHO/Building Surveyor
Shires of Leonora, Laverton, Menzies & Sandstone.
Phone- 9037 6044
Mobile- 0428 376 044
Email- healthbuilding@leonora.wa.gov.au
***********************************************************************************************

PLEASE NOTE :
PHYSIO SERVICES HAVE NOW
RESUMED
PLEASE SEE HEALTH PAGES FOR
MORE DETAILS
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Message of Thanks

On Wednesday 22nd July around midnight unfortunately a fire destroyed Shaun Hancock’s
(Billy’s) home. I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all who assisted on the night:
Donna Bennett for raising the alarm and ringing 000, who then alerted the Sandstone Bush Fire
Service.
The two patrons at the hotel who raced over to the fire putting their own lives at risk to get Billy
out and stayed on to assist the Fire Service.
The Sandstone Bush Fire Service members Vic Taylor and Paul Dixon along with Rick Ryan
from the Department of Fire and Emergency Services who was in Sandstone doing training with
the Fire Brigade and attended the fire. They were able to promptly and effectively contain the fire
and embers from spreading to nearby properties and made sure the public were kept at a safe
distance. They remained until the area was made safe.
Thankyou you also to the volunteer ambulance members Margaret Duhig and Mary Baillie who
attended to Billy and transported him to the Mt Magnet Nursing Post. Billy was lucky to only
have minor injuries and is ok but of course devastated by the loss of his home and possessions.

The loss of your home due to fire is devasting, and a small fire can spread and engulf your home
in 5 minutes. This is a timely reminder to make sure you have smoke alarms installed throughout
your home, and they should be checked monthly to ensure they are working correctly. When you
are asleep your sense of smell is not as good as when you are awake, and a smoke alarm could
give you those precious minutes you need to save you and your family.
Thank you once again to the two patrons who rescued Billy and those first responders who
attended on the night. We are so fortunate to have these volunteers in our community.
Beth Walton
Shire President
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The Green Man will be in Sandstone on 7th, 8th and 9th of September.
If you would like any trees trimmed/removed, please contact them directly on
0428 132 864 to organise a time
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FOR SALE

THE OLD POLICE HOUSE
LOT 10/18 OROYA STREET SANDSTONE

$65,000
PLEASE CONTACT THE SELLING AGENT DIRECTLY
ALBY SVENSON

Ph 0437 576 567 OR 9965 2000
Professionals Geraldton
34 Chapman Road, Geraldton, WA, 6530
PO Box 836, Geraldton, WA, 6530
email: professionalsgeraldton.com.au
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Regular Fire Brigade meetings/training will be held at
the fire station
commencing at 5pm.
The next meeting will be on Thursday
24th September 2020
For further info contact either
Captain - Paul Dixon
0407 087 788
or
Fire Chief - Vic Taylor
0407 845 379
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HAIRDRESSER IN LEINSTER

Hairdresser available by appointment only
Phone Em on 0401 407 769
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COMMUNITY BUS TAKING PASSENGERS TO MT MAGNET

The Sandstone Community Bus will be travelling to Mt Magnet fortnightly for Shire business.

If anyone needs to travel to Mt Magnet, we usually have available seats.

The bus will leave from the Sandstone Shire Administration office at 10am and will leave
Mt. Magnet at 1.30pm for the return trip home.

Please book your seat by contacting either Rhonda or Margaret at the Shire office ph. 9963 5802
The Community Bus is a free service provided by the Shire

The bus trips for September will be
Wednesday
9th & 23rd
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ASTRONOMY DOME

Come and experience the amazing view of the night sky Sandstone provides.
You can get a closer look with our amazing Astrodome. Viewings are by arrangement, usually at 8pm,
and there is no charge. Bookings can be made at the Heritage Museum & Visitor Centre,
cnr Hack and Oroya Streets, Sandstone.

PH 9963 5061
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HISTORY CORNER— An excerpt from the book
“Sandstone—from Gold to Wool and Back Again” by Sally L Senior
Stations around Sandstone
Bo-Peep Station
In 1920, the Bo-Peep lease was held by A Groves. Bo-Peep Station was a small property of
96,000 acres, owned and run by Frank Bolger, where he ran sheep in the 1920s and 1930s,
having purchased it from Groves. It was tucked between Gidgee, Barrambie and Cogla Downs
on the east side of the Rabbit Proof Fence. The little property was purchased by Fred Senior in
the 1940s, and only used sporadically by Lake Mason until 1959, a very dry year, when Tom
Senior, with the help of Richard Atkinson and Len Kelly repaired the fences and existing waters
before taking 1,000 unsaleable old, very thin wethers there, possibly to die. Within weeks, there
were massive rains, making it very difficult to travel anywhere, and which brought up magnificent
feed. When at last it was possible to gather up these sheep to take back to Lake Mason the few
that were expected to have survived until it had rained, it was found that less than ten were
missing; in fact there were even two large lambs from old ewes that had been incorrectly drafted
out with the old wethers. This block was very seldom used by Lake Mason after this, being
geographically separated from the main property. It was used briefly by Peter White of
Yarrabubba Station during the 1960s. It was eventually sold in the 1970s to the Atkinson brothers
from Barrambie, and later incorporated into the Barrambie lease, thus disappearing as an entity.
Cogla Downs Station
Cogla Downs Station is only partly within the Sandstone Shire area, on the northern boundary of
the shire. The property was originally much larger than it is today, incorporating much of Nallan
Station, where the original homestead was situated, and extending to include Barrambie, which
was run as an outcamp. It also included the area known as the Camel Paddock on the Rabbit
Proof Fence, and the Errol’s area. The present homestead was also run as an outcamp in those
early days.
Charlotte and Charles Beeton were the original owners, until Alec and Beth Beeton, who traded
under the name of Cogla Downs Pastoral Co., took over the running of the property. In 1973, this
partnership changed to include their son Desmond, so the operating company consisted of AR
and DA Beeton and Cogla Downs Pastoral Co. At this time, Beth Beeton left the station to live in
Perth. Towards the end of the 1970s, Ed McCapion bought into the company but was only
involved for twelve months in partnership with Des Beeton before both sold out to McDougall and
Sobey (from South Australia). This company also purchased Lake Mason Station at the same
time. While Cogla Downs was held by this group, it was run from Lake Mason by Allan
Humphries.
During the late 1980s, these partners sold out of Cogla Downs to Neil Beechman, who held the
leases for two years before selling to the James family in 1990. After leaving Cogla, Beechman
moved to Barrambie, where he treated old mine dumps to remove gold. In 1994, Cogla Downs
was sold to the Yulella Aboriginal Group, and takeover was due to take place after shearing that
year.

...../ to be continued
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Easy Broccoli Quiche

INGREDIENTS
•

1 head of broccoli (375g)

•

6 large free-range eggs

•

1 heaped tsp English mustard

•

300g cottage cheese

•

50g cheddar cheese

•

3 tbsp red pesto

•

270g Filo Pastry

METHOD

1.

Preheat the oven to 180C.

2.

For the filling, trim the tough end off the broccoli stalk. Coarsely grate the remaining
stalk, then break the florets apart. Lightly beat the eggs in a bowl, add the mustard,
cottage cheese and grated broccoli stalk, grate in the cheddar, add a pinch of sea
salt and black pepper and mix together.

3.

Loosen the pesto with 3 tablespoons of water. Lay two sheets of pastry in an oiled
loose-bottomed tart tin (25cm wide, 4cm deep), overlapping them in the middle.

4.

Brush all over with some of the pesto mixture, then repeat the layers until you've
used up all the pastry, brushing with pesto as you go. Roll and scrunch the filo in at
the sides, like in the picture. Pour in the filling, then poke in the broccoli florets.

5.

Place on a baking tray and cook at the bottom of the oven for 50 minutes, or until
golden and set. Let it rest for 10 minutes. Enjoy!
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Sandstone
dates marked
in red
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Sandstone
dates marked
in red
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Now located at

296A Place Road, Wonthella,

XXXXXXXXX
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Pastoralists and D.E.C. in the Sandstone and
surrounding Shire’s have an ongoing wild dog bait
programme. Please be advised
BAITS WILL BE ON THE GROUND ALL YEAR ROUND

Dogs are NOT PERMITTED on a pastoral
lease unless authority has been given

To avoid being
penalised all dogs and cats
must be kept in your yards
or on leads at all times.
Please clean up after
your dog!!!!!
All dogs must be
registered. If your dog is
not registered, or if you
are unsure when the
registration expires,
please contact the Shire
office.

When was the last time you visited
your local library?
We don’t just have books, there are
DVDs and Audio books as well, so next
time you are passing the office, pop in
and have a look.
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JPB Contracting
Paul (Scruffy)
Bennett

Ph: 0427 841 888

Please note this is NOT a service
provided at the Shire of Sandstone
so please call for an appointment .
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Mount Magnet Post & Lotteries
Gifts, cards, stationery, art supplies.
Passport photos and much more
Drop in and browse

Check out the website www.mtmagnetpost.com

Dog registrations are due by the end of October
each year.
Please check your dog’s registration or contact the
Shire office to check if your dog’s registration needs
renewal

SANDSTONE LIBRARY
IS NOW OPEN
•
•
•
•
•

Interlibrary Loans
Audio Books
Internet access
DVDs
Fiction and non Fiction books
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ROTARY CLUB

We are the very first Rotary Club
that is based purely online in
WA. This enables people living
in remote/regional areas the option to still provide a service to
their local community by joining
Rotary E club of E.WA. It’s a
new and vital Rotary
Experience.

YOU MUST CONTACT THE SHIRE
OF SANDSTONE PRIOR TO
DISPOSAL OF ANY
ASBESTOS MATERIALS
Phone 9963 5802
Mondays - Fridays
8:30 - 4:00pm

We meet via online webinars
and the use of Facebook, both
open to the public and private
sessions.

LEGAL ACTION WILL
BE TAKEN FOR
NON-COMPLIANCE

Name: E-WA Rotary
Address: www.ewarotary.org.au

We are always after articles
for the Bush Telegraph so if
you have a story, a photo
or maybe a birthday, or
perhaps there is something
you would like to see in
your newsletter please
contact Rhonda at the Shire
office on email -

www.facebook.com/ewarotary
Ph 0408 802 490
Community Group Name :
E-WA Rotary—Kerry O’Shea
rotaryewa@gmail.com
We’d love to hear from you :)

finance@sandstone.wa.gov.au

Westcoast Seafood
Email: stan@westcoastseafood.com.au
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Looking for Gold?
Want to Prospect
near Sandstone?
Please contact the Mt Magnet
Office of the Department of
Mines and Petroleum,
Cnr Hepburn and Richardson
Streets, Mount Magnet
Telephone

Heritage Museum &
Visitor Centre
OPEN 7 DAYS PER
WEEK
9am—4pm

(08) 9963 4509

Useful Sandstone
Phone Numbers

Alice Atkinson Caravan Park 08 9963 5859
Main Roads - Road Conditions
13 81 38
(24 Hr Customer Contact Centre )

Mt Magnet Police

08 9963 3222

National Hotel

08 9963 5801

Outback Accommodation

08 9963 5869

Sandstone Museum &
Visitor Information Centre

08 9963 5061

Sandstone Nursing Post

08 9963 5808

Shire of Sandstone Office
and Post Office

08 9963 5802

Justice of the Peace

0412 652 835

Ordinary
Meeting
of Council

The next meeting of Council will be
held on Thursday 24th September 2020
at 12.30 pm
The Agenda is viewable at the
Sandstone Public Library and on-line at
www.sandstone.wa.gov.au, once
prepared.
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831

Sandstone Physiotherapy clinics 2020

PHYSIO SERVICES HAVE NOW RESUMED
ONLY ONE MORE VISIT THIS YEAR.
The dates for the year are as follows:
Monday 24/2/2020
Tuesday 28/4/2020
Monday 22/6/2020
Monday 27/7/2020
Monday 24/8/2020
Monday 26/10/2020
Please phone the shire office to make an appointment if
attending.
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831

MEDICAL SERVICES AVAILABLE IN
WILUNA
The following medical services are available from visiting specialists through the Wiluna Medical
Centre. These services are free of charge and are available to Sandstone residents and the
travelling public.

To make an appointment for visiting specialists, contact Wiluna Medical Centre 9981 8600

Dental (Monthly)
Gynaecologist
Audiologist
Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT)
Cardiologist
Respiratory
Health and Well being services
Child Health Services,
Paediatrician
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831

TELEPHONE HELP LINES
Mental Health Emergency Response Line
(formerly Psychiatric Emergency Team)
Perth WA 6000 Tel: 08 9224 8888

RuralLink
Tel: 1800 552 002
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SEPTEMBER 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat

1

2

3
Dr’s Clinic

4
Shire RDO

5

6

7

8

9
Bus to Mt
Magnet

10
Nurse Clinic

11

12
Bowling

13

14

15

16

17
Dr’s clinic

18

19

20

21

22

23
Bus to Mt
Magnet

24
Nurse Clinic

25

26
Bowling

27

28

29

30

Internet is available at Sandstone Library in the Shire
building

Monday—Friday
8.30am—4.30pm
Please note :

We don’t have public WIFI but you
can use our computers to access the
internet

If you would like your event to appear on the Community Planner please contact the
Shire of Sandstone Phone: 9963 5802 Fax: 9963 5852
Email: finance@sandstone.wa.gov.au
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