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Happy Easter !
The Shire of Sandstone
Hack St, Sandstone WA 6639
Ph: 08 9963 5802 Fax 08 9963 5852
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Shire News

Shire of Sandstone
Hack Street SANDSTONE WA 6639
Phone: 08 9963 5802 Fax: 08 9663 5852
Email: reception@sandstone.wa.gov.au

FROM THE DESK OF THE CEO

After 5 months of sick leave it is good to be back in Sandstone and to be well enough to be back at
work. I would like to thank Councillors, shire staff and members of the community for their support
and concern for me during my illness and recovery. I also sincerely thank those people that fed my
cat “Scarlett” while I was out of town.
Although we may be isolated from a lot of things in Sandstone it is difficult to hide from COVID-19 the
corona virus that is spreading around the globe. With a population made up of mostly older vulnerable
people the shire decided to close the caravan park and visitor centre to limit visitors to protect our
community. We ask that you take whatever precautions you can to stay safe including staying home
unless it is absolutely necessary that you go out. Please remember if you do go out that social
isolating rules of no more than 2 people gathering together unless you are from the same household
apply. As the rules are changing daily for up to date information check the WA government website
www.wa.gov.au or the Commonwealth government website www.australia.gov.au. Health information
can be obtained on WA Health website www.health.wa.gov.au or www.healthywa.wa.gov.au or
contact the COVID-19 info line on 1800 020 080.
At the Council meeting on the 26 March Council resolved to engage a real estate agent to sell the old
police house by private treaty rather than do it in house. The selling fee quoted to sell the house was
$5,356 including GST. Council also endorsed the earlier decision to close the caravan park and visitor
centre and resolved to advise the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation that it did not
have any comment on the Works Approval application under the Environmental Protection Act for a
mobile crushing plant at the Australian Titanium Barrambie Project adjacent to the SandstoneMeekatharra Road.
The shire has lodged a claim for flood damage funding to repair roads damaged after the remnants of
tropical cyclone Blake dumped a lot of rain in the area particularly on the Meekatharra road but also
other roads as well. If you are travelling on shire roads please take care and drive with caution as only
temporary repairs to make the roads passable have been carried out with permanent repairs waiting
for funding approval.
It is with regret that I advise of the resignation of Works Supervisor David Holland. Dave has been
with the shire for 12 months and has overseen a lot of good work on shire buildings, parks and
especially roads. I wish Dave and his father all the very best as they head down to Bruce Rock to be
closer to medical facilities and their home base in Chittering.

Harry Hawkins
Chief Executive Officer
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COVID-19 …..WHAT DO I DO IN SANDSTONE
THE BEST WAY THAT YOU CAN KEEP YOURSELF SAFE IS TO PRACTISE
GOOD HYGIENE BY WASHING YOUR HANDS FREQUENTLY WITH SOAP
AND WARM WATER AND AVOIDING UNNECESSARY CONTACT WITH
PEOPLE.
IF YOU HAVE A TEMPERATURE AND ARE GENERALLY FEELING UNWELL
IT’S IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER THAT IT MAY NOT BE THE COVID-19
VIRUS.
1.

SELF ISOLATE IMMEDIATLEY. THIS NOT ONLY MEANS ISOLATING
YOURSELF BUT ALSO NOT ALLOWING VISITORS.

2.

IF YOU HAVE NOT RECENTLY RETURNED FROM OVERSEAS OR BEEN
IN CONTACT WITH SOMEONE WHO HAS TESTED POSITIVE, THE BEST
THING YOU CAN DO IS TO REMAIN CALM. PANADOL CAN BE VERY
HELPFUL IN ALLEVIATING FEVER.

3.

IF THE SYMPTOMS ARE MILD YOU COULD CONSIDER DRIVING TO THE
MEEKATHARRA HOSPITAL FOR ASSESSMENT, CALLING AHEAD TO
THE HOSPITAL ON 9981 0600 SO THEY ARE AWARE OF YOUR
CONCERNS.

4.

IF THE SYMPTOMS PERSIST AND YOU SUSPECT COVID-19,
CALL 000. THE SANDSTONE AMBULANCE VOLUNTEERS HAVE BEEN
TRAINED TO ASSESS YOUR SYMPTOMS AND CAN COMMUNICATE
DIRECTLY WITH DOCTORS AND HOSPITALS AS TO THE BEST WAY
FORWARD.
THIS MAY INCLUDE TRANSFERRING YOU TO
MEEKATHARRA HOSPITAL OR CALLING RFDS TO TRANSPORT YOU.

FOR MORE INFORMATION GO TO WWW.WA.GOV.AU
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The Environmental Health Officer for the Shire of Sandstone is Dave Hadden.

Dave’s contact details are:-

Principal EHO/Building Surveyor
Shires of Leonora, Laverton, Menzies & Sandstone.
Phone- 9037 6044
Mobile- 0428 376 044
Email- healthbuilding@leonora.wa.gov.au
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ANZAC DAY
Although we aren’t holding an ANZAC day service please spare a thought
for our service personnel on the 25th April.
NOT A HERO
The ANZAC Day march was over - the old Digger had done his best.
His body ached from marching - it was time to sit and rest.
He made his way to a park bench and sat with lowered head.
A young boy passing saw him - approached and politely said,
"Please sir do you mind if I ask you what the medals you wear are for?
Did you get them for being a hero, when fighting in a war?"
Startled, the old Digger moved over and beckoned the boy to sit.
Eagerly the lad accepted - he had not expected this!
"First of all I was not a hero," said the old Digger in solemn tone,
"But I served with many heroes, the ones that never came home.
So when you talk of heroes, it's important to understand,
The greatest of all heroes gave their lives defending this land.
"The medals are worn in their honour, as a symbol of respect.
All diggers wear them on ANZAC Day - it shows they don't forget."
The old digger then climbed to his feet and asked the boy to stand.
Carefully he removed the medals and placed them in his hand.
He told him he could keep them - to treasure throughout his life,
A legacy of a kind - left behind - paid for in sacrifice.
Overwhelmed the young boy was speechless - he couldn’t find words to
say.
It was there the old Digger left him - going quietly on his way.

In the distance the young boy glimpsed him - saw him turn and wave
goodbye.
Saddened he sat alone on the bench - tears welled in his eyes.
He never again saw him ever - but still remembers with pride,
When the old Digger told him of Heroes and a young boy sat and cried.

Clyde Hamilton
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This hairy beast Tarantula was visiting a house in Mingah Street.
Mike from Alto discovered it outside his door.
He was quite placid at first..

then decided to arc up once he had his photo taken. Maybe he thought someone
was going to pinch the grass hopper he has on the 50c piece!
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MURCHISON DENTAL SERVICE
Will be visiting Sandstone this year from 1st June—4th June

To make an appointment please phone
0427 386 647
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We had some unusual visitors come to Sandstone this week.

Sophie and Greg and her 5 camels had come all the way from Uluru along the Great
Central Rd and were heading to Shark Bay. From there, Sophie and the camels will leave
Greg and the truck behind and walk all the way to Byron Bay on the east coast of NSW,
via the Anne Beadell Highway . Sophie predicts the trip will take approximately 9 months.
She will be calling in to
Sandstone on her trip,
probably in May, so watch
out for her and her five
lovely calm Camels.

The camels will carry
all the supplies.
They don’t need to
take food for the
camels as they will
graze along the way.

Sophie and Big Mack
There are 4 male camels
and 1 female. Hopefully
the wild camels they
encounter on the way don’t
give them too much
trouble flirting with the
lovely Gwendolyn.
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DOGS

DOGS MUST BE KEPT ON LEASHES AT ALL TIMES WHEN OUT IN PUBLIC
AND ALL DOG DROPPINGS MUST BE PICKED UP.

DOGS ARE ALLOWED TO RUN WITHOUT A LEASH ON THE SCHOOL OVAL,
BUT DROPPINGS MUST BE PICKED UP.

THERE HAVE BEEN COMPLAINTS THAT THIS IS NOT HAPPENING.

IF THIS CONTINUES APPROPRIATE ACTION WILL BE TAKEN.
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HISTORY CORNER— An excerpt from the book
“Sandstone—from Gold to Wool and Back Again” by Sally L Senior
Early Travel to the East Murchison — continued, page 207
In an attempt to improve the service to the Sandstone area late in 1907, Messrs Durbridge and Co., Mt.
Magnet, purchased a traction engine for carrying goods to Sandstone, an enterprise that turned out to be a
dismal failure. A report in the local paper described it as follows:
Three weeks ago it [the traction engine] left Mt Magnet with a 10ton load. After 4 days of hard work, it
had covered 34 miles. It had used all its fuel, so more had to be brought from Mt Magnet. It arrived in
Sandstone last Thursday, having taken 3 weeks to cover the remaining distance. It left for its return
journey on New Years Day. The trip used 70 cases of kerosene [560 gallons per case].
The engine did not make it back to Mt Magnet as planned by 10 April 1908. It was still at Bellchambers,
where it had been abandoned by its driver on the return trip to Mt Magnet. It was not thought that the engine
would be missed if it never ran again, as it was said to make a tremendous noise: ‘Like a cavalry duel’. A later
report in the Black Range Courier roughly a year later, in May 1911, stated that it was in a yard in Mt Magnet.
The great all-iron horse could not compete with the animal teams at the time on the tracks that they were
required to travel, and the trip was never attempted again.
Donkey teams were widely used for hauling large wagons, due to their ability to maintain their working
condition on feed of a lesser quality or quantity than either cattle or horses needed. Three donkey teams that
had been working in the district since its beginning left Sandstone for Onslow to cart copper ore to the port in
April 1914 following the arrival of the quicker and more reliable train service, which now carried all the freight.
Donkeys were efficient draft animals, and it was said that thirty four donkeys could haul 11 tons of wool on a
lorry, while twenty six camels could haul (or carry) eighty bales of wool (13 tons 5 hundredweight). Camels
were widely used before good roads were built, as they could carry loads across country where wheeled
vehicles of that time could not pass, for camels did not require roads. During August 1907, Canning was
enquiring throughout the area for good camels to use on his expedition to open up the Wiluna to Kimberley
stock route.
Camel teams were used in the area up until the 1920s, especially for heavy haulage. Large pieces of mining
equipment were dismantled into pieces that could be slung on each side of a camel and reassembled on
arrival. The trip from Mt Magnet to Sandstone took seven days for a camel team, and five days for horses.
This was due in part to the fact that horses were fed with feed carried by the traveller on the journey, while
camels were not, and had to be allowed grazing time.
It is recorded that two camel teams that had previously been working in the area left Sandstone for the North
West in February 1910, no doubt due to the arrival of the train service.
For private transport, the cheapest method of travel was the bicycle. These were relatively inexpensive, and
had the added bonus of not requiring feeding like a horse. Thanks to the wide, flat ‘pads’ or tracks left by the
passing of camels on the roads between widely separated centres, it was possible to travel quite fast and
relatively easily between these centres by bicycle, as the camels flat soled feet had made a smooth path,
firmly pressed down.
Another bonus with bicycles was that they could be used for sporting purposes as well when the men were not
working, and cycle races were a common part of the sporting life on the goldfields, and fiercely contested. The
mines even went so far as to construct a cycle track, so that miners could train on their bicycles during their
lunch break or after they came off their shift. Bicycles were widely used later on the sheep stations in the
district as an inexpensive means of travel to check windmills and sheep water, and several stations used them
instead of horses, for mustering the sheep. In many drought years, horses were too weak and thin to be
worked, and often the pastoralists could not afford the feed for them, so the bicycle was the obvious solution.

…../ to be continued
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TEAROOMS WILL BE CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
STAY SAFE EVERYONE
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Impossible Coconut Vanilla Pie

Ingredients
2 cups / 470 ml milk
1 cup / 110 g Flaked coconut
4 eggs
1 teaspoon vanilla
1/2 cup /60 g flour
8 Tablespoons butter, melted
3/4 cup / 150 g sugar
1/4 teaspoon nutmeg for top

Method
1.

Preheat oven to 350 F / 180 C / Gas 4. Grease and flour an 8 – 9-inch pie plate

2.

In a blender or mixing bowl, add all the ingredients and roughly mix together either on a
short pulse if using a blender, or using a whisk by hand. Be careful not to over mix.

3.

Transfer batter to the pie dish and sprinkle some ground nutmeg on the top (optional)

4.

Place in the oven for around 45 minutes. The pie will have a slight wobble to the surface.
That will set as it is cooling.

5.

Allow to cool and refrigerate until completely chilled. For best results, chill overnight. The
flavour settles over time and makes it even tastier!

This will make its own pie crust just like a coconut cream pie.
Really delicious on its own or with your favourite ice cream, or whip some cream and cover the
top.
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Sandstone
dates marked
in red
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Sandstone
dates marked
in red
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Now located at
296A Place Road, Wonthella, Geraldton

XXXXXXXXX
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Pastoralists and D.E.C. in the Sandstone and
surrounding Shire’s have an ongoing wild dog bait
programme. Please be advised

BAITS WILL BE ON THE GROUND ALL YEAR ROUND

Also just a friendly reminder to keep your dogs locked
up, or on a leash if out walking.

To avoid being
penalised all dogs and cats
must be kept in your yards
or on leads at all times.
Please clean up after
your dog!!!!!
All dogs must be
registered. If your dog is
not registered, or if you
are unsure when the
registration expires,
please contact the Shire
office.
The RANGER is making
more and more frequent
visits to
Sandstone.

DUE TO THE COVID-19
VIRUS, THE LIBRARY IS
CURRENTLY CLOSED
When was the last time you visited
your local library?
We don’t just have books, there are
DVDs and Audio books as well, so next
time you are passing the office, pop in
and have a look.
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JPB Contracting
Paul (Scruffy)
Bennett

Ph: 0427 841 888

Please note this is NOT a service
provided at the Shire of Sandstone
so please call for an appointment .

26

27

Mount Magnet Post & Lotteries
Gifts, cards, stationery, art supplies.
Passport photos and much more
Drop in and browse

Check out the website www.mtmagnetpost.com

Dog registrations are due by the end of October
each year.
Please check your dog’s registration or contact the
Shire office to check if your dog’s registration needs
renewal

SANDSTONE LIBRARY
IS CLOSED
•
•
•
•
•

Interlibrary Loans
Audio Books
Internet access
DVDs
Fiction and non Fiction books
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ROTARY CLUB

We are the very first Rotary Club
that is based purely online in
WA. This enables people living
in remote/regional areas the option to still provide a service to
their local community by joining
Rotary E club of E.WA. It’s a
new and vital Rotary
Experience.

YOU MUST CONTACT THE SHIRE
OF SANDSTONE PRIOR TO
DISPOSAL OF ANY
ASBESTOS MATERIALS
Phone 9963 5802
Mondays - Fridays
8:30 - 4:00pm

We meet via online webinars
and the use of Facebook, both
open to the public and private
sessions.

LEGAL ACTION WILL
BE TAKEN FOR
NON-COMPLIANCE

Name: E-WA Rotary
Address: www.ewarotary.org.au

We are always after articles
for the Bush Telegraph so if
you have a story, a photo
or maybe a birthday, or
perhaps there is something
you would like to see in
your newsletter please
contact Rhonda at the Shire
office on email -

www.facebook.com/ewarotary
Ph 0408 802 490
Community Group Name :
E-WA Rotary—Kerry O’Shea
rotaryewa@gmail.com
We’d love to hear from you :)

finance@sandstone.wa.gov.au

Westcoast Seafood
Email: stan@westcoastseafood.com.au
Contact Stan to see when he will be in
Sandstone next.
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Looking for Gold?
Want to Prospect
near Sandstone?
Please contact the Mt Magnet
Office of the Department of
Mines and Petroleum,
Cnr Hepburn and Richardson
Streets, Mount Magnet
Telephone

Heritage Museum &
Visitor Centre
Closed until 30 June,
will be reassessed
then.

(08) 9963 4509

Useful Sandstone
Phone Numbers

Alice Atkinson Caravan Park 08 9963 5859
Main Roads - Road Conditions
13 81 38
(24 Hr Customer Contact Centre )

Mt Magnet Police

08 9963 3222

National Hotel

08 9963 5801

Outback Accommodation

08 9963 5869

Sandstone Museum &
Visitor Information Centre

08 9963 5061

Sandstone Nursing Post

08 9963 5808

Shire of Sandstone Office
and Post Office

Ordinary
Meeting
of Council

The next meeting of Council will be
held on THURSDAY 23rd April 2020 at
12.30 pm

08 9963 5802

Ambulance 000 RFDS 1800 625 800
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The Agenda is viewable at the
Sandstone Public Library and on-line at
www.sandstone.wa.gov.au, once
prepared.
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831
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Dental Schedule for 2020
Meekathara

6 Feb

-

13 Feb

2020

Mount Magnet

12 Mar

-

24 Mar

2020

Cue

25 Mar

-

2 Apr

2020

Meekathara

5 May

-

10 May

2020

Mt Magnet

23 May

-

29 May

2020

Sandstone

1 Jun

-

4 Jun

2020

Meekathara

18 Jun

-

25 Jun

2020

Yalgoo

23 Jul

-

30 Jul

2020

Mt Magnet

11 Aug

-

16 Aug

2020

Meekathara

8 Sept

-

17 Sep

2020

Mt Magnet

15 Oct

-

22 Oct

2020

Meekathara

12 Nov

-

19 Nov

2020

Mt Magnet

10 Dec

-

17 Dec

2020

Murchison Dental Team Clinic Contact Numbers
Meekatharra:

9981 0640
0427 386 647

Yalgoo Primary School:

9962 8029

Mt Magnet, Cue, Sandstone:

0427 386 647
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831

Sandstone Physiotherapy clinics 2020

This year our physiotherapy visits will be bi-monthly
instead of monthly, commencing in February, as
attendance at the clinics has dropped.
The dates for the year are as follows:

Monday 24/2/2020
Tuesday 28/4/2020
Monday 22/6/2020
Monday 24/8/2020
Monday 26/10/2020
Please phone the shire office to make an appointment if
attending.
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831

MEDICAL SERVICES AVAILABLE IN
WILUNA
The following medical services are available from visiting specialists through the Wiluna Medical
Centre. These services are free of charge and are available to Sandstone residents and the
travelling public.

To make an appointment for visiting specialists, contact Wiluna Medical Centre 9981 8600

Dental (Monthly)
Gynaecologist
Audiologist
Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT)
Cardiologist
Respiratory
Health and Well being services
Child Health Services,
Paediatrician
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831

TELEPHONE HELP LINES
Mental Health Emergency Response Line
(formerly Psychiatric Emergency Team)
Perth WA 6000 Tel: 08 9224 8888

RuralLink
Tel: 1800 552 002
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APRIL 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat

1

2
DR CLINIC

3

4

5

6

7

8

9
NURSE
CLINIC

10
Good Friday
PublicHoliday

11

12

13
Easter Mon.
Public Holiday

14

15

16
DR CLINIC

17
SHIRE
RDO

18

19

20

21

22

NURSE
CLINIC

24

25

COUNCIL
26

27
ANZAC Day
Public Holiday

28

29

30
DR CLINIC

The library is currently closed, so no internet is available

Monday—Friday
8.30am—4.30pm
We don’t have public WIFI but you
can use our computers to access the
internet

If you would like your event to appear on the Community Planner please contact the
Shire of Sandstone Phone: 9963 5802 Fax: 9963 5852
Email: finance@sandstone.wa.gov.au
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