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Shire News

Shire of Sandstone
Hack Street SANDSTONE WA 6639
Phone: 08 9963 5802 Fax: 08 9663 5852
Email: reception@sandstone.wa.gov.au

FROM THE DESK OF THE CEO

Happy New Year to all residents and readers of this newsletter.
The Shire is embarking on another year in a strong position financially with $4.7
million in cash reserves.
The Annual Audit was conducted on the books as at 30 June 2019 and apart from
one qualification regarding revaluing the shire roads and footpaths, passed the test.
The qualification is a non cash area and really only impacts the balance sheet.
The Annual Electors meeting is set for 27 February 2020 commencing at 10 am at
the Council Chambers, we hope to see a good attendance. Please come along
and have your say.

The rain event in January has again caused damage to our roads and it is
estimated that $1.8 million will be needed to repair the damage. Thank goodness
for Federal Grants!
In closing I will bring you up to date with Harry’s health. He was hoping to return on
3 February, however his surgeon has given him a further two weeks and will review
his health during that period.

Regards,

Eddie Piper
Acting Chief Executive Officer.
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Australia Day Celebrations
Around 35 people came along to enjoy the Annual Australia Day celebrations
beginning with an Aussie breakfast at the community centre. Thank you once again
to my usual two wonderful helpers in Freda and Karan doing a great job in cooking
the breakfast. Thank you also to Karan for making some delicious sausage rolls
and lamingtons to share with everyone.
After breakfast everyone ventured outside to either participate or be a spectator for
some outdoor Aussie games. Those watching very quickly realised that those
throwing the trap or rolling pin don’t always throw in the direction its supposed to go
and retreated behind the fence.
Sheilas Rabbit Trap Throw:
Blokes Rabbit Trap Throw:
Blokes Rolling Pin Toss:
Sheilas Rolling Pin Toss:

1st Vicki McQuie
1st Darcy Criddle
1st David Lefroy
1st Vicki McQuie

R/up Lana Lefroy
R/up Vic Taylor
R/up Darcy Criddle
R/up Alicia Thomson

With most of us getting a little older and feeling the heat…. this year it was decided
we would have some indoor activities in the cool !!! Our first activity was a game of
Pictionary with Team A and Team B battling it out for the most points. For those of
you who are not familiar with this game it’s about sketching a place, person,
something you do, an item and your team guessing what you have drawn before
the egg timer finishes. There were some very talented drawers and some not so,
but lots of fun and laughter was had by all. I think we all go back to being like kids
when we play these games…good for the soul!! Following Pictionary, we had three
rounds of Aussie quiz questions and great to see all teams were pretty good on
their Aussie knowledge. The winners were “Team Grinners” with a total of 25 out of
30. This table consisted of Rhonda, Vic, Peter, Aileen and Kerry. The other 3
teams all scored 22 out of 30.
Thank you to all who attended our Australia Day celebrations.

Beth Walton
Shire President
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Brekky was enjoyed by all

Some throwers had such style!
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No cheating on
that Quiz
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6 PM
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CHRISTMAS LIGHTS COMPETITION
Oops, please forgive my omission but I forgot to advise who were the winners of
the annual Christmas Lights Competition.
First Prize of $100 was awarded to Keith and Freda, in Payne Street
Second Prize of $50 was awarded to Karan and Paul, in Hack Street
Third Prize of bottle of wine was awarded to Margie Dixon in Irvine Street.
Thanks to all the people who go to so much effort every year, our anonymous judge
had a hard time deciding on the winners.

10

11

Blast from the past
The RFDS pilot who came to Sandstone on 9th January mentioned that he had
been here some 40 odd years ago with his dad, who was doing a bit of prospecting.
He sent in the following 2 photos from his visit, he thinks maybe they were taken
out near London Bridge. I wonder if any locals know the area?
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In January, Shire workers and Bushfire Brigade members attended First Aid training run by
St John. We all came away feeling like we had learnt some excellent skills. No dummies were
hurt during the exercise!
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At the First Aid course run for shire /DFES personnel, we were shown the below free app which you can
download onto your phones.
This app gives helpful advice on what to do in an emergency, and when you select the Emergency Triple
Zero (000) button, it transmits your latitude and longitude coordinates to the 000 operator automatically.
You don’t need phone service for this to work, as it uses GPS so would also be handy in the bush
Definitely a worthwhile app for everyone to have on their phones
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Regular Fire Brigade meetings/training will be held at
the fire station
commencing at 5pm.
The next meeting will be on Thursday
27th February 2020
For further info contact either
Sandstone Bush Fire Brigade Captain
Paul Roach on 0418 183 321
or
Fire Chief Vic Taylor
0407 845 379
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COMMUNITY BUS TAKING PASSENGERS TO MT MAGNET

The Sandstone Community Bus will be travelling to Mt Magnet every four weeks for Shire
business.
If anyone needs to travel to Mt Magnet, we usually have available seats.
The bus will leave from the Sandstone Shire Administration office at 10am and will leave
Mt. Magnet at 1.30pm for the return trip home.
Please book your seat by contacting either Rhonda or Margaret at the Shire office ph. 9963 5802

The next bus trip will be Wednesday
26th February 2020
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HISTORY CORNER— An excerpt from the book
“Sandstone—from Gold to Wool and Back Again” by Sally L Senior
The Gold Escorts — continued, page 204
These high gold production figures continued, although in May 1908 the WA Bank and the Union Bank
sent only 6,388 ounces of gold to Perth. This was less than usual due to the wet weather experienced in
the district over the previous weeks, which had prevented ore from being brought to the battery for
processing (crushing). The figures were soon returned to normal when in September 1908 the escort
took 8,012 ounces of gold from the two banks for the previous month, and 6,938 ounces in October,
while in February 1909 Constable Stephens escorted 8,107 ounces 17 pennyweight 12 grains of gold
from the WA and Union Banks in Sandstone to Mt. Magnet.
Once the railway was operating a regular service to Sandstone from Mt. Magnet, in 1910, the train
carried the gold from Sandstone to Mt. Magnet, but still with a police escort to guard it. One of the higher
amounts of gold sent under escort was a consignment of 8,364 ounces in July 1913. The highest
recorded gold escort (by train) was in December 1913 and consisted of 10,005 ounces, but this included
2,801 ounces from Wiluna, with the balance of 7,204 ounces from the Sandstone district. The second
highest gold escort (by train) was in January 1914, and consisted of 7,204 ounces.
Gold was sent from both banks, and mostly the gold escort figures were quoted together, but
occasionally gold was sent off from only one bank, such as the escort of 4,000 ounces of gold
despatched from one bank, not named, in September 1914, and the time the WA Bank sent off 4,802
ounces 18 pennyweight 12 grains of gold valued at 17,160 Pounds, in October 1914. By 1914, the
amounts despatched with the gold escorts began to decline. As an indication of this, the Perth Mint
received only 3,454.99 ounces of gold from the Sandstone district for July 1915.
The gold sent off with the gold escorts was the ‘official’ gold, sold legally by the mines and prospectors to
the two banks for cash or credit. However, it was widely known that a lot of gold changed hands outside
the banking system, so it will never be known just now much was actually found on the goldfields in the
late 1800s and early 1900s. Business transactions were often conducted using gold dust or nuggets for
currency, and it was common for provisions etc, to be purchased for gold in the early days of many fields.
Even though there were no bushrangers in Western Australia to harass the gold bearing coaches and
trains as in the ‘ wild west’ of the United States of America, the gold escorts, by their presence if nothing
else, ensured that the gold sold to the banks did get through to the safety of the banks in Perth.
It would have made a good story if there had been a ‘hold-up’ of a coach carrying gold from Sandstone to
Mt Magnet, but this did not happen, no doubt due to the presence of the police gold escorts.

Travel - page 206
Early Travel to the East Murchison Goldfield
Travel in the East Murchison Goldfield in the early days was not for the faint-hearted.
In 1894, Frank Green and W J Thomson undertook to open up the country from Mt. Magnet to Lawlers
and Lake Way, as these goldfields showed signs of promise. They were the first Europeans to take
camels over this area.
In the late 1890s, before the development of Nungarra, the Afghan camel teamsters Tagh and Faiz
Mahomet of Cue passed through the district on their way from Cue to Lawlers and back. They did this
trip every second week. Setting out one week from Cue, they would take a week to travel to Lawlers with
provisions for that centre, returning to Cue the next week. Their route passed through lonely country,
and the track was very poorly supplied with water, making camels the only reliable means of transport
between the two centres. They did not take passengers, only freight. Remnants of this camel pad can
still be seen passing to the north of Sandstone townsite, but of course the townsite was not there when
the Mahomet brothers trudged past on their groaning camels.
…../ to be continued
16

17

FIRE BREAK NOTICE
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Sandstone
dates marked
in red
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Sandstone
dates marked
in red
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DOGS

DOGS MUST BE KEPT ON LEASHES AT ALL TIMES WHEN OUT IN PUBLIC
AND ALL DOG DROPPINGS MUST BE PICKED UP.

DOGS ARE ALLOWED TO RUN WITHOUT A LEASH ON THE SCHOOL OVAL,
BUT DROPPINGS MUST BE PICKED UP.

THERE HAVE BEEN COMPLAINTS THAT THIS IS NOT HAPPENING.

IF THIS CONTINUES APPROPRIATE ACTION WILL BE TAKEN.
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Speedy Shepherd’s
Pie
Ingredients
400g pkt mixed vegetables
500g lamb mince
500ml (2 cups) Massel beef style liquid stock
700g sweet potato, peeled, chopped
120g soft goat’s cheese

Method
Spray a large ovenproof frying pan with oil. Place over medium high heat. Add Veggie Mix and
cook, stirring, for 5 minutes or until softened. Add the mince and cook, stirring and breaking up
any lumps with a wooden spoon, for 4 minutes or until browned.
Add stock and bring to the boil. Reduce heat to low and simmer, uncovered, for 10 minutes or
until liquid reduces and thickens slightly.
Meanwhile, place the sweet potato in a large microwave-safe bowl. Add 80ml (1/3 cup) water.
Cover with 2 layers of plastic wrap and cook on High for 7-8 minutes or until soft. Drain

Preheat grill on high. Mash sweet potato until smooth. Add two-thirds of goat’s cheese and mix
well. Season. Spread the mash over the mince mixture. Crumble over the remaining goat’s
cheese and lightly mix in with a fork. Sprinkle with pepper and spray with oil. Place under grill
for 4-5 minutes or until bubbling and golden. Serve.
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Pastoralists and D.E.C. in the Sandstone and
surrounding Shire’s have an ongoing wild dog bait
programme. Please be advised

BAITS WILL BE ON THE GROUND ALL YEAR ROUND

Also just a friendly reminder to keep your dogs locked
up, or on a leash if out walking.

To avoid being
penalised all dogs and cats
must be kept in your yards
or on leads at all times.
Please clean up after
your dog!!!!!
All dogs must be
registered. If your dog is
not registered, or if you
are unsure when the
registration expires,
please contact the Shire
office.
The RANGER is making
more and more frequent
visits to
Sandstone.

When was the last time you
visited your local library?
We don’t just have books,
there are DVDs and Audio
books as well, so next time
you are passing the office,
pop in and have a look.
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JPB Contracting
Paul (Scruffy)
Bennett

Ph: 0427 841 888

Please note this is NOT a service
provided at the Shire of Sandstone
so please call for an appointment .

26

27

Mount Magnet Post & Lotteries
Gifts, cards, stationery, art supplies.
Passport photos and much more
Drop in and browse

Check out the website www.mtmagnetpost.com

Dog registrations are due by the end of October
each year.
Please check your dog’s registration or contact the
Shire office to check if your dog’s registration needs
renewal

SANDSTONE LIBRARY
Open Monday—Friday 8.30am—4.30pm
Casual memberships welcome
•
•
•
•
•

Interlibrary Loans
Audio Books
Internet access
DVDs
Fiction and non Fiction books

27

28

ROTARY CLUB

We are the very first Rotary Club
that is based purely online in
WA. This enables people living
in remote/regional areas the option to still provide a service to
their local community by joining
Rotary E club of E.WA. It’s a
new and vital Rotary
Experience.

YOU MUST CONTACT THE SHIRE
OF SANDSTONE PRIOR TO
DISPOSAL OF ANY
ASBESTOS MATERIALS
Phone 9963 5802
Mondays - Fridays
8:30 - 4:00pm

We meet via online webinars
and the use of Facebook, both
open to the public and private
sessions.

LEGAL ACTION WILL
BE TAKEN FOR
NON-COMPLIANCE

Name: E-WA Rotary
Address: www.ewarotary.org.au

We are always after articles
for the Bush Telegraph so if
you have a story, a photo
or maybe a birthday, or
perhaps there is something
you would like to see in
your newsletter please
contact Rhonda at the Shire
office on email -

www.facebook.com/ewarotary
Ph 0408 802 490
Community Group Name :
E-WA Rotary—Kerry O’Shea
rotaryewa@gmail.com
We’d love to hear from you :)

finance@sandstone.wa.gov.au

Westcoast Seafood
Email: sjoppo@katel.net.au
Contact Stan to see when he will be in
Sandstone next
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Looking for Gold?
Want to Prospect
near Sandstone?
Please contact the Mt Magnet
Office of the Department of
Mines and Petroleum,
Cnr Hepburn and Richardson
St
Telephone

Heritage Museum &
Visitor Centre
Closed until Easter
2020

(08) 9963 4509

Useful Sandstone
Phone Numbers

Alice Atkinson Caravan Park 08 9963 5859
Main Roads - Road Conditions
13 81 38
(24 Hr Customer Contact Centre )

Mt Magnet Police

08 9963 3222

National Hotel

08 9963 5801

Outback Accommodation

08 9963 5869

Sandstone Museum &
Visitor Information Centre

08 9963 5061

Sandstone Nursing Post

08 9963 5808

Shire of Sandstone Office
and Post Office

Ordinary
Meeting
of Council

The next meeting of Council will be
held on THURSDAY 27th February 2020
at 12.30 pm

08 9963 5802

Ambulance 000 RFDS 1800 625 800
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The Agenda is viewable at the
Sandstone Public Library and on-line at
www.sandstone.wa.gov.au, once
prepared.
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831

Sandstone Physiotherapy clinics 2020

This year our physiotherapy visits will be bi-monthly
instead of monthly, commencing in February as
attendance at the clinics has dropped.

The dates for the year are as follows:
Monday 24/2/2020
Tuesday 28/4/2020
Monday 22/6/2020
Monday 24/8/2020
Monday 26/10/2020
Please phone the shire office to make an appointment if
attending.
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831

MEDICAL SERVICES AVAILABLE IN
WILUNA
The following medical services are available from visiting specialists through the Wiluna Medical
Centre. These services are free of charge and are available to Sandstone residents and the
travelling public.

To make an appointment for visiting specialists, contact Wiluna Medical Centre 9981 8600

Dental (Monthly)
Gynaecologist
Audiologist
Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT)
Cardiologist
Respiratory
Health and Well being services
Child Health Services,
Paediatrician
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831

TELEPHONE HELP LINES
Mental Health Emergency Response Line
(formerly Psychiatric Emergency Team)
Perth WA 6000 Tel: 08 9224 8888

RuralLink
Tel: 1800 552 002
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FEBRUARY 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6
DOCTORS
CLINIC

7

8

9

10

11

12

13
NURSES
CLINIC

14

15

16

17

18

19

20
DOCTORS
CLINIC

21
Shire RDO

22

23

24

25

26

27
Nurse

28

29

Council

Internet is available at Sandstone Library in the Shire
building

Monday—Friday
8.30am—4.30pm
We don’t have public WIFI but you
can use our computers to access the
internet

If you would like your event to appear on the Community Planner please contact the
Shire of Sandstone Phone: 9963 5802 Fax: 9963 5852
Email: finance@sandstone.wa.gov.au
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