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Sandstone Emergency Numbers for Police and Fire 000 
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     SHIRE NEWS 
     SHIRE OF SANDSTONE 

     HACK STREET SANDSTONE WA 6639 

     PHONE: 08 9963 5802  FAX: 08 9663 5852 

FROM THE DESK OF THE CEO 
 
 
 

 

Harry Hawkins  

Chief Executive Officer 

 
 

 

FROM THE DESK OF THE CEO  
 

Local Government Elections 

Local Government Elections will take place on Saturday 21st October 2017 to elect 3 Councillors for a new 

4 year period. There are 4 candidates for the 3 positions so local residents and land owners are encouraged 

to exercise their right to have a say on the makeup of Council by coming into the shire office and voting. 

The 3 incumbent members Carol Hodshon, John (Scruffy) Bennett and David Lefroy are standing again 

along with town site resident Dan Murat.  
Early voting is now open so if you can’t make it into the office on polling day you may come in and cast your vote during office 

hours right up to the day. Postal voting is also available and all candidates will have application forms for postal voting should 

you need to vote that way. 

Warmer Weather and Mozzies 

As the weather is warming up we will see the number of tourists drop and the number of pests like mozzies and snakes increase 

so residents are asked to take precautions and cover up if out at dusk and to be alert for snakes. The shire has repaired the fogging 

machine and purchased a supply of non carcinogenic water based chemical to use in it to keep the mozzies at bay but there is not 

a lot we can do about snakes.  

Road Works 

 The shire works crew is currently out on the Sandstone Meekatharra Road and the crew from Alltrack are starting flood damage 

works on the Sandstone Paynes Find Road so if you are out driving on these roads please exercise caution and follow the speed 

restriction signs to keep our workers safe as they repair our roads to keep you safe. 

Council Meeting 

At the Council meeting held on the 28th September 2017 the following decisions were made; 

It was resolved that the shire office and depot shut down at the close of business on Thursday 21st December 2017 and reopen on 

Tuesday 2nd January 2018. This will once again give staff 3 days to travel and shop prior to Christmas day. 

It was also resolved to support the Heritage Listing of Camel Station subject to the Heritage Council liaising with the MRVC and 

providing alternative access to the site through Narndee Station. 

Contract Power who run the local power station for Horizon Power requested permission to permanently close the right of way 

running behind the station to allow them to build a solar grid and battery system on the blocks behind to reduce the use of diesel 

generators. Permission was granted. 

Jason Homewood was granted permission to set up a vehicle inspection station for roadworthiness and yellow sticker removal in 

Sandstone utilising the shire workshop and pit.  
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COMMUNITY SURVEY 

Have your say on the design of the         
proposed Sandstone Heritage and Pioneer 
Park  (Opposite the National Hotel). 
 

 

The Shire is looking for suggestions from 
the community for what they would like to 
see in the proposed park development. 
 
 
Please provide any comments or           
suggestions below and either drop into 
Shire office, or scan and email to  
reception@sandstone.wa.gov.au 
 
 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Thankyou for your time in completing the survey.  We look forward to hearing your responses. 
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COMMUNITY BUS TAKING PASSENGERS TO MT MAGNET 
 
 
The Sandstone Community Bus will be travelling to Mt Magnet regularly for Shire business. 
 
If anyone needs to travel to Mt Magnet, we usually have available seats.  We can take a       
maximum of 6 passengers so please book -  please be aware that we adhere to a strict time 
schedule. 
 
The bus will leave from the Sandstone Shire Administration office at 10am and will leave Mt 
Magnet opposite the IGA at 1.30 pm for the return trip home. 
 
Please book your seat by contacting either Rhonda or Margaret at the Shire office  ph 9963 5802 
 

 
 
 

PLEASE CONTACT SHIRE TO SEE WHEN THE NEXT 
BUS WILL BE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



8 

8  

FEEDBACK FROM VISITORS TO SANDSTONE 

 

 

Hi, 

 

My husband and I are Grey Nomads and were recently in Sandstone overnight and just wanted to write 

and congratulate the people of Sandstone, the Shire CEO and Councillors on their wonderful town. 

 

We had travelled through WA on the Goldfields Highway and had been through some very sorry looking 

little towns.   We were not exactly looking forward to Sandstone but what a delight it was.    Tidy, attractive 

and so very appealing.    We booked into the really lovely caravan park, then decided to have a cup of 

real coffee at the Black Range Tearooms which was a delight.    Then we decided to drive to London 

Bridge on the heritage trail and that was fascinating and the road was terrific.   Then that evening we de-

cided to go to the pub for dinner.   Again we did not expect much.   But, true to form by now, it was fabu-

lous - Red Emperor.     Probably the best meal we had out in the 2 1/2 months of travelling.   And the pub 

was lovely with its open fires so we had a really special night. 

 

Please pass on our thanks and congratulations to all concerned, particularly your CEO, if at all possible.  

We were so impressed and just wished we could have stayed longer as everything was marvellous. 

 

All the best. 

 

Rod and Kath Williams 

 
******************************************************************************************************************** 
 

We stayed at Sandstone for 2 days a couple of weeks ago in your caravan park (first visit for us). Just 

want to say what a neat and tidy lovely little town Sandstone is. Your caravan park is delightful and your 

town is a credit to the Shire. Great visitor centre too We have been spreading the word! 

 

Wendy and Richard Keane - Narembeen 

 

******************************************************************************************************************** 
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SUSTAINABLE HEALTH REVIEW 
The State Government is looking at how we can continue to provide 

patient-first, innovative and sustainable care for years to come. 

Get Involved! 

We invite you to our Public Forums to share your thoughts and ideas 

on the future of the WA health system.  
 

Public Submissions are sought from all individuals and organisations 

of the community who would like to share their experiences and per-

spectives on the WA health system. Submissions close on 27 October 

2017 at 5:00pm. 
 

You can provide your submissions via: 

Email: SHR@health.wa.gov.au 

Fax: (08) 9222 4046 

Mail: Sustainable Health Review Secretariat 

189 Royal Street  

EAST PERTH, WA 6004 

 

For more information on how to attend a public forum or make a sub-

mission visit  

ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Improving-WA-Health/Sustainable-health-review/Get-

involved  

mailto:SHR@health.wa.gov.au
http://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Improving-WA-Health/Sustainable-health-review/Get-involved
http://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Improving-WA-Health/Sustainable-health-review/Get-involved
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 HISTORY CORNERHISTORY CORNER——  an excerpt from the book an excerpt from the book   

“Sandstone“Sandstone——from Gold to Wool and Back Again” by Sally L. Seniorfrom Gold to Wool and Back Again” by Sally L. Senior  

  
Lake Mason Station pg 369Lake Mason Station pg 369  

  
Fred Senior ran lake Mason until handing over the management to his youngest son, Tom.  His oldest son, Fred Senior ran lake Mason until handing over the management to his youngest son, Tom.  His oldest son, 
Blake, had been on the station for 7 years with his father, but left to manage elsewhere just before he   Blake, had been on the station for 7 years with his father, but left to manage elsewhere just before he   
married.  Lake Mason had changed very little over the years that Fred Senior ran it, and once he had it married.  Lake Mason had changed very little over the years that Fred Senior ran it, and once he had it 
what he considered to be ‘fully developed’.  He was knows to be a very hard but just employer.  One story what he considered to be ‘fully developed’.  He was knows to be a very hard but just employer.  One story 
relates how an employee who had been camped out in the bush mustering horses for many weeks asked relates how an employee who had been camped out in the bush mustering horses for many weeks asked 
for what Fred considered ‘luxuries’.  The man had asked for butter, to which Fred replied:  “What do you for what Fred considered ‘luxuries’.  The man had asked for butter, to which Fred replied:  “What do you 
want butter for?  It will only melt.”  And when asked if the men could have a newspaper to see what was want butter for?  It will only melt.”  And when asked if the men could have a newspaper to see what was 
happening in the outside world, he replied: “What do you need a paper for?  It will only blow away and happening in the outside world, he replied: “What do you need a paper for?  It will only blow away and 
make a mess.”make a mess.”  

  
Fred Senior was renowned for his toughness.  Doug Lane has a memory of one visit to Lake Mason      Fred Senior was renowned for his toughness.  Doug Lane has a memory of one visit to Lake Mason      
Station, when Fred was complaining that he had been unable to get water for the stock in a particular   Station, when Fred was complaining that he had been unable to get water for the stock in a particular   
paddock.  Charlie Lane (Doug’s father) asked to see the country, so they drove out to the area where the paddock.  Charlie Lane (Doug’s father) asked to see the country, so they drove out to the area where the 
water was needed.  Evidently, Fred had had water diviners and govt. water finders, but to no avail. Charlie water was needed.  Evidently, Fred had had water diviners and govt. water finders, but to no avail. Charlie 
was so confident that he could get water that he offered to sink a well.  Fred agreed to this, on the condi-was so confident that he could get water that he offered to sink a well.  Fred agreed to this, on the condi-
tion that if they found sufficient water, Lane was to be paid;  if not, no payment at all.  Doug and Charlie tion that if they found sufficient water, Lane was to be paid;  if not, no payment at all.  Doug and Charlie 
Lane sank the well 20 feet through very hard greenstone, with no results, until the last shot of dynamite, Lane sank the well 20 feet through very hard greenstone, with no results, until the last shot of dynamite, 
when they set off two plugs of gelignite, ‘a gutser’when they set off two plugs of gelignite, ‘a gutser’--  one at each end of the holeone at each end of the hole——to blow into the shaft.  to blow into the shaft.  
This brought a gush of beautiful fresh water, which they had trouble bailing, the supply was so good, even This brought a gush of beautiful fresh water, which they had trouble bailing, the supply was so good, even 
though it was from a narrow bank of rock (possibly Schwartz well).though it was from a narrow bank of rock (possibly Schwartz well).   

  
During the drought in the late 1960’s, Tom Senior elected to shear all of the sheep as close as possible to During the drought in the late 1960’s, Tom Senior elected to shear all of the sheep as close as possible to 
the paddocks they were familiar with, to give them a better chance of survival.  To do this, he shore the the paddocks they were familiar with, to give them a better chance of survival.  To do this, he shore the 
sheep at the mills, where they normally came in to drink, so that they could be turned  out within twenty sheep at the mills, where they normally came in to drink, so that they could be turned  out within twenty 
four hours of being caught and put back into familiar territory.  To achieve this he had Betty Walker doing four hours of being caught and put back into familiar territory.  To achieve this he had Betty Walker doing 
the cooking and preparing cut lunches for them to take out each day, and first Ted Chitty, then Ron Foster the cooking and preparing cut lunches for them to take out each day, and first Ted Chitty, then Ron Foster 
shearing out in the open on an old wooden door in the yards erected at the windmills.  This would entail shearing out in the open on an old wooden door in the yards erected at the windmills.  This would entail 
leaving home before daylight to get to the yards and catch the sheep as they came in to water; then, as leaving home before daylight to get to the yards and catch the sheep as they came in to water; then, as 
they were shorn, carefully rolling and stockpiling all the fleeces, which were taken back to the homestead they were shorn, carefully rolling and stockpiling all the fleeces, which were taken back to the homestead 
each evening and skirted, classed and pressed into bales over the weekends or by lamplight at night.  In each evening and skirted, classed and pressed into bales over the weekends or by lamplight at night.  In 
some ways, it was fortunate that there were only about 3,500 sheep, as, unpressed, that was a huge     some ways, it was fortunate that there were only about 3,500 sheep, as, unpressed, that was a huge     
volume of loose wool.  The operation was a great success, as very few sheep were lost, but it was very volume of loose wool.  The operation was a great success, as very few sheep were lost, but it was very 
hard on the people carrying it out, and Tom vowed never to do this again.hard on the people carrying it out, and Tom vowed never to do this again.  

  
Tom & Blake Senior bought Billy Williams’ threeTom & Blake Senior bought Billy Williams’ three--eighths share in Lake Mason from their father over several eighths share in Lake Mason from their father over several 
years, and Tom managed the station with the help of Richard Atkinson for most of that time, until leaving years, and Tom managed the station with the help of Richard Atkinson for most of that time, until leaving 
the district in 1977. It was then managed by Roy Barber until being sold to a group from South Australia in the district in 1977. It was then managed by Roy Barber until being sold to a group from South Australia in 
1978, and the station being managed by Allen Humphries and his wife Diana.  1978, and the station being managed by Allen Humphries and his wife Diana.    

  
Before being sold by the Senior family, Lake Mason was shearing 8,000Before being sold by the Senior family, Lake Mason was shearing 8,000--10,000 sheep annually and send-10,000 sheep annually and send-
ing approx. 2,000 of the oldest sheep to the family farm at Esperance following shearing, leaving 6,000ing approx. 2,000 of the oldest sheep to the family farm at Esperance following shearing, leaving 6,000--
8,000 sheep under four years old for wethers and under five years old for ewes.  The lower numbers were 8,000 sheep under four years old for wethers and under five years old for ewes.  The lower numbers were 
following dry years, with either no planned lambing or a poor one, and the higher numbers following good following dry years, with either no planned lambing or a poor one, and the higher numbers following good 
seasons and good lambings.seasons and good lambings.  

  
The wool cut per head increased from 7 pounds in 1929 to 14 pounds in 1978.  Far greater numbers of The wool cut per head increased from 7 pounds in 1929 to 14 pounds in 1978.  Far greater numbers of 
sheep were carried in the 1930s and 1940s. But were found to be damaging the country, which was unable sheep were carried in the 1930s and 1940s. But were found to be damaging the country, which was unable 
to carry the larger numbers in the dry years, leading to massive losses and the necessity to buy in sheep in to carry the larger numbers in the dry years, leading to massive losses and the necessity to buy in sheep in 
good seasons.good seasons.  

  

                          …./continued next month…./continued next month  
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*************************************** 

 
JOKER NIGHT AT THE PUB 

  

COME AND TRY YOUR LUCK! 
  

At the National Hotel every Wednesday Night we have the Joker 

draw. 

Every time you buy an alcoholic drink from 5.30pm – 7.30 pm you 

get a FREE ticket to go into the draw to win the cash prize,  

drawn at 7.30 pm 

  

If no one wins, the cash jackpots by $50 till the next Wednesday. 

  

.... Ya gotta be in it to win it. 
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Ingredients  
 
 
 
250g pkt shortbread biscuits 
50g unsalted butter, melted 
1/2 cup (55g) Milo 
1/4 cup (15g) shredded coconut 
1L good-quality vanilla ice cream, softened 
50g dark chocolate, melted, slightly cooled 

Milo & coconut icecream 
slice 

 

Method 

Step 1  
Grease and line an 18cm x 20cm lamington pan with baking paper.  
 
Step 2  
Place the shortbread biscuits in a food processor and whiz until fine crumbs. Add the melted butter and 
whiz until well combined. Press the crumb mixture into the lined pan and freeze for 30 minutes until 
very firm.  
 
Step 3  
Place the Milo, shredded coconut and ice cream in a bowl, then mix well. Spread over the biscuit base 
and smooth the top with a palette knife.  
 
Step 4  
Using a spoon, drizzle the chocolate over the ice cream. Place in the freezer for at least 4 hours or over-
night until firm. Cut into 8 squares and serve 
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Pastoralists and D.E.C. in the Sandstone and  

surrounding Shire’s have an ongoing wild dog 

bait programme. Please be advised 

BAITS WILL BE ON THE GROUND ALL YEAR ROUND 

Also just a  friendly reminder to keep your dogs 

locked up, or on a leash if out walking. 

 
To  avoid being  

penalised all dogs and 
cats must be kept in your 

yards or on leads at all 
times. Please clean up 

after your dog!!!!! 
 

All dogs must be  
registered.  If  your dog 
is not registered, or if  

you are unsure when the 
registration expires, 

please contact the Shire 
office. 

 

The RANGER is making 
more and more frequent 

visits to  
Sandstone. 

When was the last time you   

visited your local library? 

 

We don’t just have books, 

there are DVDs and Audio 

books as well, so next time 

you are passing the office, 

pop in and have a look. 
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JPB Contracting 

 
Paul (Scruffy) 

Bennett 
 

Ph: 0427 841 888 

 

 
Physiotherapist 

 
Visiting Sandstone  

Nursing Post monthly 
 
 
 

Please call the Shire   
office for an  
Appointment 

 
08 9963 5802 
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Mount Magnet Post & Lotteries 

 
Gifts, cards, stationery, art supplies. 

Passport photos and much more 
Drop in and browse 

 

Check out the website  www.mtmagnetpost.com 

SANDSTONE LIBRARY 
Open Monday—Friday 8.30am—4.30pm 

 
Casual memberships welcome 

 

 Interlibrary Loans 
 Audio Books 
 Internet access 
 DVDs 
 Fiction and non Fiction books 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dog registrations are due by the end of October.   

 

Please check your dog’s registration or contact the 

Shire office to check if your dog’s registration 

needs renewal 
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YOU  MUST CONTACT THE SHIRE 
OF SANDSTONE PRIOR TO  

DISPOSAL OF ANY  
ASBESTOS MATERIALS 

 

Phone 9963 5802  
Mondays - Fridays  

8:30 - 4:00pm 
 

LEGAL ACTION WILL  
BE TAKEN FOR  

NON-COMPLIANCE 

We are always after stories 
for the Bush Telegraph so if  
you have a story ,  a photo or 
maybe a birthday, or perhaps 

or there is something you 
would like to see in your 

newsletter  please contact 
the Shire office 

 

ROTARY CLUB 

We are the very first Rotary 

Club that is based purely online 

in WA.  This enables people liv-

ing in remote/regional areas the 

option to still provide a service 

to their local community by 

joining Rotary E club of E.WA.  

It’s a new and vital Rotary  

Experience. 

We meet via online webinars 

and the use of Facebook, both 

open to the public and private 

sessions. 

Name:  E-WA Rotary 

Address: www.ewarotary.org.au 

www.facebook.com/ewarotary 

Ph 0408 802 490 

Community Group Name :  

E-WA Rotary—Kerry O’Shea 

rotaryewa@gmail.com 

We’d love to hear from you :)  

 

Westcoast Seafood 
 

Email: sjoppo@katel.net.au 

Contact Stan to see when he will be in  

Sandstone next 



29 

29  

Looking for Gold? 
Want to Prospect  
near Sandstone? 

 

Please contact the Mt Magnet   

Office of the Department of Mines 

and Petroleum,  

Cnr Hepburn and Richardson St 

 

Telephone       (08) 9963 4509 

Fax   (08) 9963 4488 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Museum & Visitor  
Centre  

 
 Open 7 days a week 

9am—4pm 

 

Ordinary  

Meeting 

of Council 
 

 

The next meeting of Council will be 

held on Thursday 26th October  at 

11am.   

The Agenda is viewable at the     

Sandstone Public Library and on-line 

at www.sandstone.wa.gov.au ,  once  

prepared. 

 
 
 

Alice Atkinson Caravan Park 08 9963 5859 
Main Roads - Road Conditions     13 81 38 

(24 Hr Customer Contact Centre ) 

 

 

Mt Magnet Police   08 9963 3222 

National Hotel    08 9963 5801 

Outback Accommodation  08 9963 5869 

Sandstone Museum &  

Visitor Information Centre  08 9963 5061 

Sandstone Nursing Post  08 9963 5808 

Sandstone Post Office  08 9963 5222 

Shire of Sandstone Office  08 9963 5802 
Ambulance 000 RFDS 1800 625 800 

Useful Sandstone Phone  

Numbers 
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Sandstone Nursing post 
IRVINE ST SANDSTONE 

Nurse - Lana Lefroy  9963 5808 or 9963 5831 

 
MEDICAL SERVICES AVAILABLE IN 

WILUNA 
 
 

The following medical services are available from visiting specialists through the Wiluna Medical 
Centre.  These services are free of charge and are available to Sandstone residents and the 
travelling public. 
 
 
 

To make an appointment for visiting specialists, contact Wiluna Medical Centre   9981 8600 
 
 
 

Dental (Monthly) 
Gynaecologist 

Audiologist 
Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT) 

Cardiologist 
Respiratory 

 
Health and Well being services 

Child Health Services,  
Paediatrician 
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Sandstone Nursing post 
IRVINE ST SANDSTONE 
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Sandstone Nursing post 
IRVINE ST SANDSTONE 

Nurse - Lana Lefroy  9963 5808 or 9963 5831 

 
 

TELEPHONE HELP LINES 

 

  Mental Health Emergency Response Line 

(formerly Psychiatric Emergency Team) 

Perth WA 6000     Tel: 08 9224 8888 

 

  RuralLink  

Tel: 1800 552 002 

For local voluntary ambulance service (limited)  
     in severe cases dial 000 

http://www.health.wa.gov.au/services/detail.cfm?Unit_ID=172
http://www.health.wa.gov.au/services/detail.cfm?Unit_ID=2632
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Sandstone Nursing post 
IRVINE ST SANDSTONE 

Nurse - Lana Lefroy  9963 5808 or 9963 5831 

SERVICE October November CONTACT DETAILS 

Geraldton  
Regional  
Aboriginal Medical 
Service (GRAMS) 
Hours: 10am - 3:00pm 

At Nursing Post 

By appoint-
ment only  

Please  
phone 

By appoint-
ment only 

Please  
Phone 

Geraldton Office  Ph 9956 6555 
Mt Magnet Office Ph. 9963 4016 

Goldfields  
Chiropractic,  
Leonora Clinic 

The clinic operates from the Leonora Community Health Centre 
on main street in Leonora, call 9091 5667 for appointments 

Murchison  
Dental Service 

   
  Appointments are necessary       Ph 0427 386 647 

 

                  

 

Nursing Post 
8.30 am-4.00pm 
 

Thursday  
12th & 26th 

Thursday  
9th & 23rd 

Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or      
9963 5831 

Meekatharra Flying 
Doctor Service 
RFDS 

At Nursing Post 

 
Thursday 
5th & 19th 

 

Thursday 

2nd 16th & 
30th 

RFDS Emergency Number 
1800 625 800 
Meekatharra Hospital 
9981 0600 

Physiotherapist 
11:00am - 3:30pm 

At Nursing Post 

Monday 
30th 

 
Monday 

27th 
 

Contact Shire office for  
enquiries or appointments  
Ph 9963 5802  
 

PODIATRIST 

 
                               GRAMS Geraldton  
                                   Ph 9956 6555 

Mt Magnet  
Pharmacy 

                                   Ph/fax  9963 4788 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 

DOCTOR 

6 

Shire RDO 

7 

8 9 10 11 

 

12 

NURSE 

13 14 

15 16 17 18 

 
19 

DOCTOR 

20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 

NURSE 
27 28 

 

 

Council 

29 30 

PHYSIO 
31     

If you would like your event to appear on the Community Planner please contact the Shire of   
Sandstone   Phone: 9963 5802 Fax: 9963 5852 Email: reception@sandstone.wa.gov.au 

OCTOBER 2017 

Internet is available at Sandstone Library in the  Shire building  
 

Monday—Friday 

 8.30am—4.30pm 

 
We don’t have public WIFI but you can 

use our computers to access the internet 

 

 


