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Shire News

Shire of Sandstone
Hack Street SANDSTONE WA 6639
Phone: 08 9963 5802
Email: reception@sandstone.wa.gov.au

From the Desk of the CEO
Disability Access and Inclusion Plan
Council has recently revised its Draft Disability Access and Inclusion Plan. Prior to formally
adopting this, community consultation is required.
If you wish to make a submission, a copy of the report is available from the Council office
and submissions must be received by 4:00PM on Monday 17th October 2022.
Council Budget Adoption
Council adopted its 2022/2023 budget on the 14th September and rates sent out on the
20th September.
Remember discount period ends on 6th October, and rates need to be paid in full to receive
the discount.
Council Extra Elections
Newly Elected Councillor Mark Taylor was sworn in at Council’s Special Meeting held on
the 14th September.
Mark will I am sure make a positive addition to council and we look forward to a long association with him.

Queens Jubilee Grant
Our trees for the by-pass as part of this grant have been delivered and are being cared for
in the shire depot until the retic is sorted.
Finally, the cold weather looks to have departed and we look forward to some good warm
weather over the next few months.

3

4

4

5

Feedback and compliments

Dear Councillors,
My husband and I visited your town in late August and want to say what a little gem of a town.
It was particularly wonderful to see buildings of earlier times are being respectfully renovated.
We were met with friendly and helpful staff no matter where we were: Alice Atkinson Caravan
Park, National Hotel and Town Council. A special thank you to Jodi, the volunteer at the Visitors
Information Centre who enthusiastically informed us of the places to visit, including the Art Exhibition at the school.
We now not only have lovely memories of our visit to Sandstone, but some beautiful art and
craft pieces created by your talented locals.
We have been singing the praises to family and friends of why they should visit, hopefully, we
too will return.
Regards
Lesley Moon and Jeri Tatian

5

6

Shire News

Shire of Sandstone
Hack Street SANDSTONE WA 6639
Phone: 08 9963 5802
Email: reception@sandstone.wa.gov.au

The Environmental Health Officer for the Shire of Sandstone is Dave Hadden.

Dave’s contact details are:-

Principal EHO/Building Surveyor
Shires of Leonora, Laverton, Menzies & Sandstone.

Phone– 08 9037 6044
Mobile- 0428 376 044

Email- healthbuilding@leonora.wa.gov.au

Council meeting dates 2022
October
November
December

-

27th
24th
15th

Meetings commence at 1:00pm in Council Chambers
located at the rear of the Administration Centre.
Meetings are open to the public.
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Storytowns
Council have partnered with Storytowns on creating podcasts for our shire. We are looking to connect with locals who have a wealth of knowledge about our shire and have stories about our history
and community that the Storytowns team would be
Interested in!
Storytowns showcases regional and rural towns, the folk that live there and local
hidden gems, via location-based podcasts.
Unlike other podcasts, the Storytowns app includes the ability to use the geo-location function and
digital map, which allows stories to play automatically as visitors
approach a podcast site/town. Think of it as fun, contemporary tourist radio.
The 7-minute audio guides are designed to encourage visitors to stop, immerse and interact with the
location and environment.
The podcasts would be similar to many other podcast audio guides that Storytowns are making
around Australia.
An example is the Killarney podcast told by Shane Howard (from the band Goanna) which can be
found in the following link
http://storytowns.com.au/countrytocoast/
In this podcast we learn about the Irish heritage and how it became one of the largest Irish settlements outside of Melbourne. We hear how the town of Koroit is named after an Indigenous name
for ‘fire’ and about the legend of the Mahogany Shipwreck, a ship that supposedly sank off the Victorian coast 200 years before the arrival of
Captain Cook.
Storytowns are currently in the planning and research stage and looking for people to share local
knowledge and stories. They have created a survey to help people start to share these stories, before
one of our journalists come out on site to conduct the
interviews.
Storytowns really needs your help to nail down a few strong stories and places for
travellers to visit.
We would really appreciate your contribution and look forward to hearing the many stories Sandstone has to share. Therefore, if you can fill out the survey in below link for the Storytowns team,
that would be a great help to promote our shire.
https://forms.gle/nmNsYL8reHG1NRSB9
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THE MAN WITH THE TEAPOT
My name is Kevin W Hounsham, also known as Harry. I am from Albany and previously from Ongerup.
For as long as I can remember, my mother had this silver teapot on display in the china cabinet of the lounge
room in our house in Ongerup. I don’t ever remember asking her too much about it when I was a child. I can
vaguely remember reading the inscription and not making much sense of it when I was very young.
My mother moved to Albany with my eldest brother to live in 2002 and the china
cabinet and its contents also moved. After my mother passed away in 2007 I read
the teapot’s inscription again and after a bit of research I discovered that the “Miss
Hassett” on the inscription was my mother’s mother, my grandmother, and that the
teapot had been given to her by the Catholic congregation of Sandstone on the occasion of her wedding on 7th June 1913.
So after I retired from full time work at the end of 2021, I decided that one of the
first trips I would take would be to Sandstone to see what I could find out about my
grandparents, and their lives before and after their wedding in Sandstone in 1913.
Grandfather passed away in 1934 and Grandmother in 1954, so they were never a
part of our family’s lives.
I visited Sandstone in August 2022 but was unable to find any factual information. Since returning home I have
done some research and discovered the following information.
My grandmother, Mary Ann Hassett, was born in St Arnaud in Victoria, in
1877. My grandfather, George Hodgins, was born in 1878, I believe in NSW.
They were married in Sandstone on 7th June, 1913, and I believe he was
involved in mining. Their first born child, Patrick George, was born in Sandstone, or possibly Nungarra Hospital, on 30th April 1914.
Due to his declining health, my grandfather was unable to continue in the
mining industry, and the family left Sandstone around 1916 and took up a
farm about 15km north-west of Gnowangerup. There they had three more
children, including my mother.
My grandfather, George, passed
away in Gnowangerup Hospital
on 4th April 1934. My grandmother and her children continued farming in Gnowangerup
until early 1947, when the farm
was sold, and she then moved to Albany. My mother, Mary Agnes
Hodgins, married my father Tom Hounsham in 1947 and she moved to
Ongerup where they built a house and raised four children.
My grandmother passed away in Albany on 25th June 1954 and she was
buried with her husband in Gnowangerup Cemetery.
If anyone has any knowledge of my grandparents, I would be very
grateful to receive it.

Mobile:

0427 282140
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Email:

hajato@westnet.com.au
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Family Reunion at Alice Atkinson Caravan Park
Descendants of Kathleen Giles (nee Sugget), daughter of Frederick and Margaret Sugget met in Sandstone over the September long weekend to celebrate milestone birthdays. Forty family and friends travelled from Port Hedland, Perth, Albany and surrounds for the occasion.
Margaret (Maggie) McCarthy daughter
of John Martin and Ada Melvina
McCarthy, met and married Frederick
Sugget in Sandstone in 1921 and had
eight children: Francis, Patricia, Doris,
Mary, Margaret, Kathleen, Thomas
and Kevin, who lived in Hack Street
behind the butcher's shop until 1939
when they moved to Perth.
Frederick Sugget is brother to Matilda
Green and uncle to Alice Atkinson.
Activities over the weekend celebrations included a town tour conducted
by Shire President Beth Walton, a visit
to the cemetery and sunset at London
Bridge. The group said they had a wonderful time and really enjoyed learning about the history of their
family and Sandstone. They extend their thanks to everyone who made them feel so welcome during
their visit.
Received via email September 2022
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Snakes on the move
Snake season is upon us, and we would like to share the following hints and tips.
Actions you can take to try and prevent them from coming near your property:
•

Snakes don’t like certain smells including smoke, cinnamon, cloves, onions, garlic and
lime. Oils or sprays can be used containing these fragrances or grow plants that have
these scents.

•

Vinegar will also keep them at bay which can be poured around the perimeter of your
property.
Marigolds can keep snakes away as they have a strong spicy
scent and tight ruffled red, yellow and orange blooms which
snakes don’t like.

Are snakes scared of dogs? Not really but they may choose not to go near them as they are
bigger and noisier. So having a dog around might help keep snakes away.
What to do if you encounter a snake?
•

Don’t provoke the snake and don’t try to catch or kill it

•

When you see a snake, wait and let it slither away

•

Don’t make it feel trapped.

•

Don’t stamp your feet to make some noise. This will
provoke the snake to bite. Their primary senses are
smell and vibration so if you stamp your feet when
they are in striking range, the snake will feel threatened and strike

•

When walking in grasslands, always wear socks and boots

•

Don’t lift rocks or dead wood and don’t put your hands into hollow logs and chinks among
rocks

•

Use a torch when walking in dark areas

•

Shake out your sleeping bag if you left it on the ground

•

Don’t panic if you see a snake. It may be as scared of you as you are of it.
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Samhain (pronounced /ˈsɑːwɪn/ SAH-win or /ˈsaʊ. ɪn/ SOW-in in English;
from Irish samhain, Scottish samhuinn, Old Irish samain) is a Gaelic festival
marking the end of the harvest season and the beginning of winter or the "darker half" of the year
It is celebrated from sunset on October 31 to sunset on November 1.

The Celtic Roots of Hallowe’en
By Norry Wilson, 30 October 2019
As the world goes ‘Trick or Treating?’, it’s worth remembering that today’s commercialised candy fest was
born out of an ancient Celtic festival, one whose roots run deep in Scotland.

Like many ancient festivals, Hallowe’en has its roots in Scotland's preChristian culture, when communities would come together to celebrate
a festival known as Samhain - a night marking the end of summer and
the coming of winter: the dying of the light and the coming of the dark.

Samhain was a harvest festival, marking the final harvest of the year
and the beginning of the onset of winter. It was traditionally seen as an
occasion for revelry as well as for making offerings to protect the cattle
and crops over the coming winter.
People also believed it was a time when witches and warlocks were out and about engaging in wicked practices. In many parts of Scotland, it was customary to leave an empty chair and a plate of food out for invisible guests.
People believed that it was the night when the souls of their dead ancestors were set free to roam and they
might come into their houses and eat at their tables. The night was also known as ‘mischief night’, due to
the tradition of playing pranks - something that has been recorded as far back as the 1700’s.
VARIED TRADITIONS
Fire would also play an important role in any Samhain ritual. Sometimes,
two bonfires would be built side by side and the people, sometimes with
their cattle, would walk between them as a cleansing ritual. In parts of Scotland, torches of burning fir or turf were also carried around homes and
fields to protect them.
In some places, people doused their hearth fires on Samhain night. Each
family then solemnly re-lit its hearth from the communal bonfire, bonding
the families of the village together.
A SWEET TREAT
Communal eating was another common theme on this day and this can be seen in the custom of the Scottish
Hallowe’en cake.
Hidden inside this delicacy would be three trinkets: a ring, a coin, and a button. Whoever got the ring would
be the first to wed, the one who found the coin would see riches, but finding the button would mean you
would never marry.
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SPREADING THE WORD
It’s not hard to understand why, in Scotland of all places, Hallowe’en continues to be such an important
day - much of the nation’s history involves the supernatural. There is a special atmosphere in many parts
of Scotland even to this day where, as daylight fades, the flames of Hallowe’en bonfires show up ancient
ramparts of castles and buildings where devilish deeds once may have been done.
Robert Burns, Scotland’s greatest bard, wrote extensively of how ancient beliefs had survived well into the
Christian era, as he twisted stories of witchcraft and the devil with the traditions kept alive during Hallowe’en. His 1785 poem ‘Hallowe’en’ details many of the national customs and legends surrounding the festival which persisted even with the introduction of Christianity.
Burns was also fond of a spooky tale or two, as evidenced by one of his most famous poems, Tam O'Shanter. The poem details Tam's trip home from the pub on his faithful horse, Meg and an unfortunate run in
with a number of witches, warlocks and a bagpipe-playing Devil!
HISTORY LIVES ON
What is remarkable is how so much of the pagan past persists to this day. Bonfires, which once were lit to
scare away the undead, still illuminate the October sky. Lanterns, which in Scotland were always carved
out of a turnip - not a pumpkin - are fashioned for the
same purpose.
Although the act of ‘trick or treating’ is very much an
American notion, Scotland does have its own version. Traditionally children would dress up in old clothes to go
‘guising’ – a shortened form of the word disguise – and
would go around their friends’ and neighbours’ houses,
performing songs, jokes, stories, and tricks in return for
gifts of fruit or nuts. Today these worlds have collided and
trick or treating is far more prominent - though you will
still get a few traditionalists looking for a little routine before they hand over those sweet treats.
This Hallowe'en, as the night sky darkens, fires are lit, and the festivities commence, it's fun to know that
the trick or treaters, and the guisers, both young and old, are treading in the footsteps of their Scottish
ancestors.
Happy Hallowe’en!
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Let’s get Creative
We are looking into making the Bush Telegraph more informative, interesting, exciting and dare we
say - adventurous!
We would like to create a change and put a new twist on our “local rag”, and would greatly appreciate your input in this process!
Do you have anything interesting you would like to share with the Community? Any funny stories
(true or taken with a bag of salt…) or memorable events?
Something that happens only once in a lifetime, and it happened to you! Like finding a bag of “mock”
jewelry and after investigation by a friend, one of the rings turned out to be a very expensive engagement ring!
Maybe you once pulled a hilarious prank on someone, or you had a genius idea that went completely
haywire!
Do you have a hidden writer’s skill, and you would like to share one of your creations?
Or take out the family album and share some old pictures, bringing history back to life!
You can even submit a picture and we can do a bit of a write-up about it.
All this and much more, you are only limited by your imagination.
You can bring your ideas into the Shire of Sandstone Administration Building or email them to finance@sandstone.wa.gov.au

If you would like to stay anonymous, no problem.
Put your input in an envelope, write
‘Bush Telegraph’ on it and drop it in the mailbox.
We are excited to receive your ideas!
Thank you in advance!
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Summer Egg Salad
Ingredients:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

6 eggs, room temperature
1/4 cup red onion, finely diced
1/4 cup mayonnaise
1 tbsp Dijon mustard
2 tbsp parsley, finely diced
2 tbsp chives, finely diced
1 tsp lemon juice
Salt & pepper, to taste

Method:
•

•

•

•
•
•

Bring a pot of water to the boil. Turn the heat to low so there’s no
bubbles.
Place the eggs in the pot, turn heat back to high and boil eggs for
12 minutes.
Remove from heat, transfer eggs to cold water to stop cooking
process, allow to cool.
Peel eggs, cut to preferred size (chunky works best).
Combine all other ingredients, season to taste.
Serve in a bowl, sandwich or wrap.
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For Sale
20ft Sea Container
Near new.
Located in Sandstone
as is, where is

$5,000.00
Phone:
0439 190 071

Cleaner Wanted
Looking for a cleaner in Sandstone on
part time basis 2-3 times a week.
Please call Mah on 0401 048 114
or
Email: mahmoud@taqwa.net.au
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Social Lawn Bowls
Sandstone Community Rec Centre
All welcome

Come and join in
Dates for October 2022
Saturday 8th
Saturday 22nd

Starting time — 1pm
Bowls are available if you
don’t have your own
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Sandstone Community Bus
To Mount Magnet
The Sandstone Community Bus travels fortnightly
to Mount Magnet for Shire business.

The bus leaves from the Shire Office at 10:00 am and from
Mount Magnet at 1.30 pm for the return trip home.

Please book your seat by visiting the Shire Office
in person or by phoning (08) 9963 5802

The Community Bus is a free service provided by the Shire
No food or drinks can be consumed on the bus

Trips for October are
Wednesday 5th & 19th
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The Sandstone Bush Fire Brigade is
looking for volunteers.
If you are interested, please call Joanne on 0403 819 245.
Bush fire training is now held on the last Saturday of the month
from 10.00am—12.00pm followed by a barbecue
When:
Next training date is 29 October 2022
Where:
At the Bush Fire Brigade Station
Lot 73, Rowe Street
Secretary—Joanne Brown 0403 819 245
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831

Before attending the nursing post on Doctor days,
please contact Lana to make an appointment.
Lana can be contacted at home on 9963 5831
or at the nursing post on Thursdays on 9963 5808

Thank You

Sandstone Physiotherapy clinics 2022
The Physio is currently provided via Telehealth
To make an appointment, please phone
Geraldton Physiotherapy Reception
08 9956 2204
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831

Wiluna Medical Services Available
The following medical services are available from
visiting specialists through the Wiluna Medical Centre.

These services are provided free of charge
to Sandstone residents and the travelling public.
To make an appointment with visiting specialists,
contact Wiluna Medical Centre on (08) 9981 8600
Dentist (Monthly)
Gynaecologist
Audiologist
Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT)
Cardiologist

Mount Magnet Medical Services
Ph for appointment with the GP (08) 9940 3222
Specialist & Allied Health

Services include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cardiologist
Sonographer
Respiratory Physician
Clinical Nurse Specialist
General Physician
Dietician
Diabetes Education
Podiatrist
Audiologist
Physiotherapy
Renal Education
Palliative Support Team

How do I see a visiting specialist?
To see the visiting specialists at Murchison Outreach
Service (Mt Magnet) you must see the GP who will
refer you to the appropriate specialist.
Need to know more? Contact our Specialist Clerk or
specialist Nurse for further information on
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831

Meekatharra
RFDS Clinics 2022

October
Thursday 6th
Thursday 13th
Thursday 20th
Thursday 27th

Yalgoo
Sandstone
Paynes Find/Yalgoo
Sandstone

C McConnell
C McConnell
C McConnell
C McConnell

Yalgoo
Sandstone
Paynes Find/Yalgoo
Sandstone

C McConnell
C McConnell
C McConnell
C McConnell

Yalgoo
Sandstone
Paynes Find/Yalgoo
Sandstone

C McConnell
C McConnell
C McConnell
C McConnell

November
Thursday 3rd
Thursday 10th
Thursday 17th
Thursday 24th

December
Thursday 1st
Thursday 8th
Thursday 15th
Thursday 22nd
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

If no answer when phoning for an appointment,
please leave a message with your name and phone number and they will call back

26

27

Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831

TELEPHONE HELP LINES
Mental Health Emergency Response Line
(formerly Psychiatric Emergency Team)
Perth WA 6000 Tel: 08 9224 8888

RuralLink
Tel: 1800 552 002

27

28

28

29

Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831
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Sandstone Nursing post
Irvine St Sandstone

Nurse - Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or 9963 5831
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Pastoralists and D.E.C. in Sandstone and surrounding
Shires have an ongoing wild dog bait programme.

Baits are on the ground
ALL year round
Dogs are NOT PERMITTED
on a pastoral lease unless
permission has been given

To avoid being penalised all dogs
and cats must be kept in your yard
OR on a leash at all times.
Please clean up after your dog!!!!!
All dogs must be registered.
If your dog is not registered or you are
unsure, please contact the Shire office.

Dog registrations are due at
the end of October each year.
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JPB Contracting
Paul (Scruffy)
Bennett
Ph: 0427 841 888

YOU MUST CONTACT THE
SHIRE OF SANDSTONE PRIOR
TO DISPOSAL OF ANY
ASBESTOS MATERIALS
Phone (08) 9963 5802
Mondays - Fridays
8:30 - 4:00pm

LEGAL ACTION WILL
BE TAKEN FOR
NON-COMPLIANCE

Please note this is NOT a service
provided at the Shire of Sandstone
so please call for an appointment .

Westcoast Seafood
Email: stan@westcoastseafood.com.au
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Ordinary Meeting of Council
The next Ordinary Meeting of Council
is Thursday October 2022
from 1:00pm in Council Chambers

When prepared, the Agenda can be viewed online
at www.sandstone.wa.gov.au or at theSandstone Library

Heritage Museum &
Visitor Centre

Open daily from
9am until 4pm
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Useful Sandstone Telephone Numbers
Shire of Sandstone Office & Post Office

08 9963 5802

Sandstone Museum & Visitor Information Centre

08 9963 5061

Alice Atkinson Caravan Park

08 9963 5859

Sandstone Nursing Post

08 9963 5808

Justice of the Peace

0412 652 835

Main Roads - Road Conditions
(24 Hr Customer Contact Centre )

13 81 38

National Hotel

08 9963 5801

Mt Magnet Police

08 9963 3222

ROTARY CLUB
We are the very first Rotary Club that is based purely online in WA.
This enables people living in remote/regional areas the option to still provide
a service to their local community by joining Rotary E club of E.WA.
It’s a new and vital Rotary Experience.
We meet via online webinars and the use of Facebook,
both open to the public and private sessions.
Name: E-WA Rotary
Address: www.ewarotary.org.au
www.facebook.com/ewarotary
Ph 0408 802 490
Community Group Name:
E-WA Rotary—Kerry O’Shea
rotaryewa@gmail.com
We’d love to hear from you :)
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Mount Magnet Post & Lotteries
Gifts, cards, stationery, art supplies.
Passport photos and much more
Drop in and browse

Check out the website www.mtmagnetpost.com

Sandstone Library is located within the
Shire Administration Building
Monday - Friday 8.30am - 4.30pm
•
•
•
•
•

Interlibrary Loans
Audio Books
Internet access
DVDs
Fiction and non Fiction books

Looking for Gold?
Want to Prospect
near Sandstone?
Please contact the
Department of Mines and Petroleum,
Cnr Hepburn and Richardson Streets,
Mount Magnet

Telephone
Fax

If you have a story, photo,
birthday, or something else
you would like to see in the
Bush Telegraph, please
email the Shire Office at
finance@sandstone.wa.gov.au

(08) 9963 4509
(08) 9963 4488
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Now located at

296A Place Road, Wonthella, Geraldton

XXXXXXXXX
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October 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat
1

2

3

4

5
Bus to Mt
Magnet

6
Nurse clinic

7

8

9

10

11

12

13
Doctor’s clinic

14
Shire RDO

15

16

17

18

19
Bus to Mt
Magnet

20
Nurse clinic

21

22

23

24

25

26

27
Council

28
Shire RDO

29

Doctor’s
clinic

30

31

Internet access is available at
Sandstone Library in the
Shire Administration Building
using our computers
Monday - Friday
8.30am - 4.30pm
Please note :
We don’t have public WIFI
If you would like your event to appear on the Community Planner please contact the
Shire of Sandstone - Phone: 08 9963 5802 Email: finance@sandstone.wa.gov.au
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