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The most important thing a father can do for his children 
is to love their mother.  

  
Theodore Hesburgh  
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     Shire News 
     Shire of Sandstone 

     Hack Street SANDSTONE WA 6639 
     Phone: 08 9963 5802  Fax: 08 9663 5852 

    Email: reception@sandstone.wa.gov.au 

 
 

 
FROM THE DESK OF THE CEO 

 
 

 
Like me I am sure that many of you are over the corona virus or COVID-19 as it is known       
however as much as the constant talk about it makes us mad it is for our benefit that we stick to 
the rules and guidelines issued by the state and federal governments through their respective 
health officials to keep us safe. While the curve has flattened as many people in authority have 
said, to ease the restrictions too soon may cause even more of a disaster and we don’t want that. 
 
At the Council meeting on the 23 April Council resolved to freeze rates at their current level for 
the 2020-2021 year while also providing a 50% rate reduction to the National Hotel, Outback    
Accommodation, Black Range Tearooms and The Breakaway — all ratepayers who rely on the 
tourist trade. A further resolution was passed to offer a rate reduction of 5% to mining ratepayers 
particularly exploration tenements as the cost of raising funds to keep their business running have 
increased significantly. Unfortunately, as we rely on mining rates to keep our shire running we 
can’t offer any other relief but trust that with this reduction of 5% on top of rates frozen at last 
year’s level our mining ratepayers can continue to operate. The budget review as at 31 March 
was also adopted by Council at the April meeting and showed an increase in the forecast surplus 
due to an error in the carried forward surplus from last financial year. This is a boost to the shire 
as cash flow is taking a hit from the closure of the caravan park and lower fuel sales and we need 
to keep staff employed so we can get back to normal quickly when the virus shutdown is over.  
 
In last month’s Bush Telegraph I advised of the resignation of Works Supervisor David Holland 
and since his departure leading hand Arthur Wainwright and I have been sharing the duties of 
that position however if it looks like being some time before we can get a replacement a Temp will 
be brought in to act in the position and look after things. The position has been advertised and we 
have had some inquiries from what seem to be good candidates so hopefully we can fill the      
position shortly. 
 
Once again I ask that you take care on our roads particularly on the Paynes Find Road where the 
shire construction crew are working and that you observe the speed restrictions put in place to 
keep our staff safe. 
 
 
 
 
 
Harry Hawkins 
Chief Executive Officer 
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     Shire News 
     Shire of Sandstone 

     Hack Street SANDSTONE WA 6639 
     Phone: 08 9963 5802  Fax: 08 9663 5852 

    Email: reception@sandstone.wa.gov.au 

 
 
 
 
The Environmental Health Officer for the Shire of Sandstone is Dave Hadden. 
 
 
 
 
Dave’s contact details are:- 
 
 
 
 
Principal EHO/Building Surveyor 
Shires of Leonora, Laverton, Menzies & Sandstone. 
 
Phone- 9037 6044 
Mobile- 0428 376 044 
 
 
Email- healthbuilding@leonora.wa.gov.au 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                              

mailto:healthbuilding@leonora.wa.gov.au
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Regular Fire Brigade meetings/training will be held at 

the fire station  
commencing at 5pm. 

 
The next meeting will be on Thursday 

 28th May 2020 
 
 

For further info contact either 
 

Paul Dixon  
(Congratulations on being elected to the position 

of Captain) 
0407 087 788 

 
or 
 

Fire Chief Vic Taylor 
0407 845 379 
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HISTORY CORNER— An excerpt from the book 

“Sandstone—from Gold to Wool and Back Again” by Sally L Senior 

 
Early Travel within the District—  page 213 
 
Within the Black Range area, there was a twice daily coach service between Nungarra and Sandstone in 
1907, travelling via the State Battery.  The fare from Sandstone to Black Range was 3s, and from Black 
Range (Nungarra) to the battery 2s, providing much needed transport for local people, many of whom did not 
own their own means of transport. 
 
Between Birrigrin and Black Range, there was a once weekly coach service, which was an eight hour trip each 
way (roughly 40 miles).  There were staging posts at Waukenjerrie and Scott’s, which roughly cut the journey 
into three legs of approximately 12-15 miles.  In January 1908, there were complaints about the slowness of 
the Birrigrin service, but compared to some of the other journeys in the district, it appears to have been       
reasonable. 
 
Private transport was almost non existent in the early days of the twentieth century in the goldfields.  What 
was in existence was confined to saddle animals and horse drawn vehicles, with the population in general  
using public transport for most long journeys.  Bicycles were a common form of transport in and around the 
towns, and had the added attraction that they could be used to transport one to and from work, as well as for 
racing on weekends.  They were inexpensive, relatively lightweight, and required no fuel to operate.   
 
Stock Route 
 
In 1905, there were moves to have a stock route from the Kimberley to the goldfields, so that cattle could be 
driven down to help feed the growing goldfields population.  There were several differing moves going on at 
the same time, all with the stock route originating in the Kimberley region, but each ending in different        
centres—Laverton, Leonora, Menzies and Lawlers.  Each had its own reasons for its town being chosen.  In 
August 1905, the one mooted most likely to come to fruition took the route from Sturt River in the south-
eastern Kimberleys to Laverton.  In February 1906, cattle were driven from Roy Hill Station in the Kimberleys 
to Leonora on what was referred to as the ‘upper stock route’.  
 
Following the completion of the Canning Stock Route, watering points for an extension of the route were    
provided at the prescribed distances apart between Sandstone and Wiluna, so that stock could be overlanded 
from the cattle trowing country in the Kimberley to the railhead at Sandstone for railing south.  However, this 
section of the stock route was never used for railing away cattle from the far north, as a railhead was            
established in Wiluna before the stockyards in Sandstone were built in 1921, and by railing cattle from Wiluna, 
the journey travelled by the cattle before being loaded onto a train was cut by over 100 miles. 
 
Roads 
 
After the establishment of a town at Nungarra, and the consequent discovery of new ‘patches’ in the areas 
surrounding the town, each of which developed into a small settlement, the increase in traffic called for better 
roads connecting the various outlying settlements. 
 
The provision of good roads contributed greatly to the convenience of the local people.  Once the train service 
was running regularly to Sandstone, and following the construction of a reasonable road connecting        
Sandstone to Youanmi, T.C. Humphrey began in early 1911, special trips by motorcar to Youanmi from    
Sandstone every Sunday, returning in time for the Monday train.  By special arrangement, he would also do 
trips to Wiluna, Lawlers and Youanmi on other days.  There were so many  passengers for Youanmi on one 
train in March 1914 that three motorcars were needed to carry them. 
 
The road from Anketell to Youanmi was cleared by Gillam & Reed in 1911 for the Black Range Roads Board, 
thus linking the two settlements. 
 
To indicate the condition of the roads in early 1911, a report that a cyclist named Horan had ridden his bike 
from Wiluna to Youanmi via Sandstone stated that he had had a good run!  This was in spite of the fact that 
Cobb & Co. had considered the road more suitable for coach and horses than a motorcar. 
  
                                                                          
                              …../ to be continued 
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TEAROOMS WILL BE CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 
STAY SAFE EVERYONE 
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Chicken, Leek & Mushroom  

Casserole 

Ingredients 
 
8 (about 2.2kg) chicken thigh pieces  

1 tablespoon olive oil 

250g rindless bacon rashers, coarsely chopped 

2 leeks, pale section only, washed, ends trimmed, cut into 2cm-thick slices 

400g button mushrooms, halved 

2 garlic cloves, crushed 

2 tablespoons plain flour 

250ml (1 cup) Massel salt reduced chicken style liquid stock 

250ml (1 cup) white wine 

6 sprigs fresh thyme 

125ml (1/2 cup) thickened cream 

Mashed potato, to serve 

 

 

Method 
 

Step 1.   Heat a 3L  dish over medium-high heat. Add half the chicken and cook for 3-4 
minutes each side or until golden. Transfer to a plate. Repeat with the remaining chicken,  
reheating the dish between batches. 

 
Step 2.   Heat oil in the dish over medium-high heat. Add the bacon, leek, mushroom and  
garlic and cook, stirring, for 5 minutes or until golden brown. Add the flour and cook, stirring, for 
1 minute or until well combined. Add the stock, wine and thyme, and bring to the boil. 
 
Step 3.   Return the chicken to the dish. Cover and cook for 1 hour or until the juices run clear 
when the chicken is pierced with a skewer. 
 
Step 4. Use tongs to transfer the chicken to a plate. Add the cream to pot and bring to the 
boil over medium-high heat. Cook for 5 minutes or until sauce thickens slightly. 
 
Step 5. Divide the mash among serving plates and top with the chicken. Pour over the leek 
mixture to serve. 
ENJOY! 

 

https://www.taste.com.au/recipes/collections/potato-recipes
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Sandstone 
dates marked 

in red 
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XXXXXXXXX

Now located at  
 

296A Place Road, Wonthella, 
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Pastoralists and D.E.C. in the Sandstone and  

surrounding Shire’s have an ongoing wild dog bait 
programme. Please be advised 

BAITS WILL BE ON THE GROUND ALL YEAR ROUND 

 
Also just a  friendly reminder to keep your dogs locked 

up, or on a leash if out walking. 

 
To  avoid being  

penalised all dogs and cats 
must be kept in your yards 
or on leads at all times. 
Please clean up after 

your dog!!!!! 
 

All dogs must be  
registered.  If your dog is 
not registered, or if you 

are unsure when the   
registration expires, 

please contact the Shire 
office. 

 

The RANGER is making 
more and more frequent 

visits to  
Sandstone. 

 

When was the last time you   visited 
your local library? 
 
We don’t just have books, there are 
DVDs and Audio books as well, so next 
time you are passing the office, pop in 
and have a look. 

 

 
DUE TO THE  COVID-19        
VIRUS, THE LIBRARY IS   

CURRENTLY CLOSED 
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JPB Contracting 

 
 

Paul (Scruffy) 
Bennett 

 
 

Ph: 0427 841 888 
 

 

 

Please note this is NOT a service  
provided  at the Shire of Sandstone 
so please call for an appointment . 
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Mount Magnet Post & Lotteries 

 
Gifts, cards, stationery, art supplies. 

Passport photos and much more 
Drop in and browse 

 

Check out the website  www.mtmagnetpost.com 

SANDSTONE LIBRARY 

IS CLOSED 
 

• Interlibrary Loans 
• Audio Books 
• Internet access 
• DVDs 
• Fiction and non Fiction books 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dog registrations are due by the end of October 

each year.   
 
Please check your dog’s registration or contact the 
Shire office to check if your dog’s registration needs 

renewal 
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YOU  MUST CONTACT THE SHIRE 
OF SANDSTONE PRIOR TO  

DISPOSAL OF ANY  
ASBESTOS MATERIALS 

 

Phone 9963 5802  
Mondays - Fridays  

8:30 - 4:00pm 
 

LEGAL ACTION WILL  
BE TAKEN FOR  

NON-COMPLIANCE 

We are always after articles 
for the Bush Telegraph so if 
you have a story,  a photo 

or maybe a birthday, or   
perhaps there is something 

you would like to see in 
your newsletter  please  

contact Rhonda at the Shire 
office on email - 

 
finance@sandstone.wa.gov.au 

ROTARY CLUB 
We are the very first Rotary Club 

that is based purely online in 
WA.  This enables people living 
in remote/regional areas the op-
tion to still provide a service to 
their local community by joining 
Rotary E club of E.WA.  It’s a 

new and vital Rotary  
Experience. 

 
We meet via online webinars 

and the use of Facebook, both 
open to the public and private 

sessions. 
 

Name:  E-WA Rotary 
Address: www.ewarotary.org.au 
 
www.facebook.com/ewarotary 
Ph 0408 802 490 
 
Community Group Name :  
E-WA Rotary—Kerry O’Shea 
rotaryewa@gmail.com 
 
We’d love to hear from you :) 
 

Westcoast Seafood 
 

Email: stan@westcoastseafood.com.au 
Contact Stan to see when he will be in  

Sandstone next. 
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Looking for Gold? 
Want to Prospect  
near Sandstone? 

 

Please contact the Mt Magnet   
Office of the Department of 

Mines and Petroleum,  
Cnr Hepburn and Richardson 

Streets, Mount Magnet 
 

Telephone (08) 9963 4509 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Heritage Museum &  

Visitor Centre  
 

Closed until 30 June, 
will be reassessed 

then. 

 

Ordinary  
Meeting 

of Council 
 
 

 
The next meeting of Council will be 
held on THURSDAY 28th May 2020 
 
 

The Agenda is viewable at the        
Sandstone Public Library and on-line at 

www.sandstone.wa.gov.au,  once  
prepared. 

 

 
 

Alice Atkinson Caravan Park 08 9963 5859 
Main Roads - Road Conditions     13 81 38 

(24 Hr Customer Contact Centre ) 

 

 

Mt Magnet Police    08 9963 3222 

 

 

National Hotel    08 9963 5801 

 

 

Outback Accommodation  08 9963 5869 

 

 

Sandstone Museum &  

Visitor Information Centre  08 9963 5061 

 

 

Sandstone Nursing Post  08 9963 5808 

 

 

Shire of Sandstone Office 

and Post Office     08 9963 5802 

Ambulance 000 RFDS 1800 625 800 

Useful Sandstone  
Phone Numbers 

 

 



22 

22  

 
 

 

 



23 

23  



24 

24  



25 

25  

Sandstone Nursing post 
Irvine St Sandstone 

Nurse - Lana Lefroy  9963 5808 or 9963 5831 
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Sandstone Nursing post 
Irvine St Sandstone 

Nurse - Lana Lefroy  9963 5808 or 9963 5831 
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Dental Schedule for 2020 

Meekathara 6 Feb - 13 Feb 2020 

          

Mount Magnet 12 Mar - 24 Mar 2020 

          

Cue 25 Mar - 2 Apr 2020 

          

Meekathara 5 May - 10 May 2020 

          

Mt Magnet 23 May - 29 May 2020 

          

Sandstone 1 Jun - 4 Jun 2020 

          

Meekathara 18 Jun - 25 Jun 2020 

          

Yalgoo 23 Jul - 30 Jul 2020 

          

Mt Magnet 11 Aug - 16 Aug 2020 

          

Meekathara 8 Sept - 17 Sep 2020 

          

Mt Magnet 15 Oct - 22 Oct 2020 

          

Meekathara 12 Nov - 19 Nov 2020 

          

Mt Magnet 10 Dec  - 17 Dec 2020 

    
  

  

Murchison Dental Team Clinic Contact Numbers 
  

  

    
  

Meekatharra: 9981 0640 

0427 386 647 
  

    
  

Yalgoo Primary School: 9962 8029 
  

    
  

Mt Magnet, Cue, Sandstone: 0427 386 647 
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Sandstone Nursing post 
Irvine St Sandstone 

Nurse - Lana Lefroy  9963 5808 or 9963 5831 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Sandstone Physiotherapy clinics 2020 
 

Cancelled until further notice 
 
 
 

This year our physiotherapy visits will be bi-monthly    
instead of monthly, commencing in February, as             

attendance at the clinics has dropped. 
 
 

The dates for the year are as follows: 
 
 

Monday 24/2/2020 
 
Tuesday 28/4/2020 
 
Monday 22/6/2020 
 
Monday 24/8/2020 
 
Monday 26/10/2020 
 
 
Please phone the shire office to make an appointment if 
attending. 
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Sandstone Nursing post 
Irvine St Sandstone 

Nurse - Lana Lefroy  9963 5808 or 9963 5831 
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Sandstone Nursing post 
Irvine St Sandstone 

Nurse - Lana Lefroy  9963 5808 or 9963 5831 

 
MEDICAL SERVICES AVAILABLE IN 

WILUNA 
 
 

The following medical services are available from visiting specialists through the Wiluna Medical 
Centre.  These services are free of charge and are available to Sandstone residents and the 
travelling public. 
 
 
 

To make an appointment for visiting specialists, contact Wiluna Medical Centre   9981 8600 
 
 
 

Dental (Monthly) 
Gynaecologist 

Audiologist 
Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT) 

Cardiologist 
Respiratory 

 
Health and Well being services 

Child Health Services,  
Paediatrician 
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Sandstone Nursing post 
Irvine St Sandstone 

Nurse - Lana Lefroy  9963 5808 or 9963 5831 

 
 

TELEPHONE HELP LINES 

 

  Mental Health Emergency Response Line 

(formerly Psychiatric Emergency Team) 

Perth WA 6000     Tel: 08 9224 8888 

 

  RuralLink  

Tel: 1800 552 002 

 

http://www.health.wa.gov.au/services/detail.cfm?Unit_ID=172
http://www.health.wa.gov.au/services/detail.cfm?Unit_ID=2632
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

       
     1 2 

3 4 5 
 

6 7 
NURSE 

8 9 

10 11 12 13 

 
14 
DR’s  CLINIC 

15 
SHIRE  

16 

17 18 19 20 21 
NURSE  

22 23 

24 25 26 27 Council 29 30 
 

DR’s 

31       

If you would like your event to appear on the Community Planner please contact the  
Shire of   Sandstone  Phone: 9963 5802 Fax: 9963 5852 Email: finance@sandstone.wa.gov.au 

MAY 2020 

The library is currently closed, so no internet is available 
 
Monday—Friday 
 8.30am—4.30pm 

 
We don’t have public WIFI  but you 
can use our computers to access the 
internet 
 

 


