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COMMUNITY BUS TAKING PASSENGERS TO MT MAGNET 
 
 
The Sandstone Community Bus will be travelling to Mt Magnet once a month for Shire business. 
 
If anyone needs to travel to Mt Magnet, we may have available seats.  We can take a maximum 
of 6 passengers so please book -  please be aware that we adhere to a strict time schedule. 
 
The bus will leave from the Sandstone Shire Administration office at 10am and will leave Mt 
Magnet opposite the IGA at 1.30 pm for the return trip home. 
 
Please book your seat by contacting either Rhonda or Margaret at the Shire office  
(T:  08 9963-5802).   
 
 
 

 
The next service will be on Wednesday  

18th May 2016 
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     Shire News 
     Shire of Sandstone 

     Hack Street SANDSTONE WA 6639 
     Phone: 08 9963 5802  Fax: 08 9663 5852 

    Email: reception@sandstone.wa.gov.au 

 

FROM THE DESK OF THE CEO 
 

WELCOME 
 

The busy Visitor/Tourist/Prospecting time of the year has started with a rush this year and the Caravan 

Park is nearly full - at least regarding the powered sites.   

 

We say “WELCOME” to all our visitors to Sandstone and hope you enjoy everything that is on offer.  

Margaret and Dot are already busy keeping everything up to ‘spec’ for you in the Caravan Park and I 

thank them in particular for their efforts.  Also, our Visitors/Tourist Centre (in the middle of Town) opened 

from Easter, staffed by Margie Lundy and Vickie Thomson.  They too are already busy and are eager to 

help you in any way possible. 

 

There is lots to see and do and plenty of open space, blue skies and cool days to enjoy. 

 

YOUR SAFETY 
 

We are very conscious of your safety but really this is your responsibility.   

 

We realise you may have preferred locations for prospecting, bush walking, nature experiences, etc.  

However, we do suggest you keep us informed, at least of your general whereabouts (e.g 5kms down 

the Menzies Rd, Youanmi area or whatever).  Later, in this edition of the Bush Telegraph, there is an 

easy form you can lodge with the Shire to do just that but you should always make sure you have suffi-

cient water (for at least a day), wear protective clothing, use sunburn screen/cream liberally and regular-

ly, let someone know of your bush/travel plans and preferably have a functioning satellite phone and/or 

EPIRB. 

 

If you do get into trouble it is always best to stay close to or in your vehicle and let us come to you.  Re-

gardless make sure you keep cool and try to stay calm.  A small smoky fire (contained in a ring of stones 

in a cleared patch of ground) is the best way to attract attention. 

 

ROADS CLOSED 
 

Currently, there are no closed roads in the Shire of Sandstone.  However, many areas are subject to pri-

vate, leaseholder, pastoral, etc. restricted access and you must seek permission before venturing off-

road into these areas.   

 

Please take notice of signs and comply with them. 

 

Also, if our roads become weather damaged or otherwise unsafe, we will not hesitate to close one, some 

or all our roads and/or any section of them.  Roads may be closed to particular types of vehicles or to all 
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vehicles.  This is unfortunate but I will not hesitate to implement such pro-

tections for your safety or to prevent further damage. 

 

Do not use closed roads or enter closed areas.  Fines can be issued, your 

insurance will be voided and you may be required to pay the cost of repairs. 

 

Road works and flood damage repairs are continuing on most of our Shire 

roads.  Please be careful and observe all signage when driving near such 

works and be mindful of the safety of our roadwork crews and machinery.  

 

THE FUTURE 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Fortunately, we have a fabulous town in a great location and a well governed, financed and resourced 

Shire.  Equally, I hope you are as proud as I am of the high quality and evident goodwill of the Shire 

team that has chosen to be here to work for you and that better future for Sandstone. 

 

FUNDRAISING AND TOWN EVENTS 
 

Thankyou to Margaret and Banjo for organising the fundraising cake stall for our Volunteer Bush Fire 

Brigade.  It was a runaway success with all cakes sold in less than half an hour and over $200 raised. 

 

The town markets too (thanks to Alan, William and ‘Lady’ Di) opposite the Post Office continue to be a 

big hit.   

 

COUNCIL MEETING—OUTCOMES 
 

The main outcome from the last (28 April 2016) meeting of Council was the Budget Review by which 

we are now forecasting a net result of around $250k and we have begun preparations for 2016/17. 

 

 

Regards, 
 

Michael Huston 
Chief Executive Officer 

I take this opportunity and will keep doing so, to again repeat that for Sandstone to have an 

engaging future, to remain prosperous and to grow then we must wholeheartedly embrace 

Tourism as our core activity (supported by mining, exploration, prospecting, pastoralism, Town 

improvements/activities/events, Mains and Shire roads, other Shire activities and by general 

business).  We must be prepared to improve and/or change everything and anything, adopt 

new thinking, promote new projects and be different in order to gain a larger piece of the Tour-

ism and visiting traveller pie - for all of us, rather than for one of us more than another. 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT PENSIONER RATES CONCESSION 

FOR  

2016-17 
 

As part of the 2015/16 State Budget, the State Government announced that from the rating year commencing 1 
July 2016, the 50% concession allowed to eligible pensioners on Local Government rates would be restricted to a 
capped amount.  Western Australia was the only State not to provide a dollar cap on Local Government rates. 
 
The pensioner rates capped amounts will be set each year, consistent with the manner in which    senior’s rates 
caps are set.  The gazettal of the cap amounts usually occurs in late June, prior to the commencement of the rating 
year.  The pensioner rate capped amount has been announced as $750 for 2016/17. 
 
The Shire does not administer the laws in regard to pensioner concessions.  If you wish to lodge a complaint re-
garding the capping of the pensioner rebate you will need to contact your local Member of Parliament. 
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 FAREWELL  SEAN 

                         Doing what he loves  

The girls were in fine form 

Friday 8th April saw us having a 
send off for Sean Fletcher.  

Sean was initially our Acting 
CEO and then Special Projects 

Officer. 
 
 

Thanks Sean for all your assis-
tance,  It was a privilege to have 

someone so knowledgeable 
working with us. 
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2016 Sandstone Golf Club Season 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Sandstone Golf Club  commenced the new season on Sunday 10

th
 April, tee-

ing off at 12.00 midday. New players welcome. It takes about 4-5 hours to play 18 
holes, and is great low impact exercise. 
 
We will play every Sunday through to October, when the season officially finishes. 
Special events during the year include: 
 
Meekatharra Open- May  
Leinster Open-  July 
Sandstone Club Championships – August 
Sandstone Open - 10/11

th
 September 

 
We also play the Putts and the SSC competitions, with various novelties through-
out the year and keep the eclectic with the winners at the end of the season. 
 
Fully Affiliated Membership with Golf WA and official handicaps via Golf Link- $55 
Players are then eligible for Sandstone Golf Club trophies and to compete away in 
other Open events, such as Meekatharra and Leinster. 
Weekly Green Fees- $2. 
 
 
 
 
Any queries please contact  
President- Richard Atkinson- 0409884035 
Secretary/ Treasurer- Lana Lefroy- 99635831 
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A Fire Brigade Meeting will be held at the fire station 

on Thursday 19th May 2016 

at 5pm 

 

For further info contact Deputy Chief Bushfire  

Control Officer 

Banjo Patterson 0400 577 775 

 

COMPLIMENTS- Sandstone, Roads, Caravan Park, Visitor’s Centre. 
 

We received a lovely email from some visitors to our town: 
 
 

Have just returned from W.A with my wife after 4 weeks, we drove from Sandstone to Men-
zies via the inner road.  I would like to congratulate the Sandstone Shire and its employees 
on one of the cleanest  towns I have ever visited.  Also the caravan park was exceptional.  
The lady running it (forgot her name was so helpful ) the tourist information lady too.  Again 
thank you to the Shire of Sandstone and all the residents we met .... will visit and stay again 
for sure. 
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 HISTORY CORNERHISTORY CORNER——  an excerpt from the book an excerpt from the book   

“Sandstone“Sandstone——from Gold to Wool and Back Again” by Sally L. Seniorfrom Gold to Wool and Back Again” by Sally L. Senior  
 

 
Local Characters and People who have lived in Sandstone in the Past 
- pg 401 
 
 
One unnamed old “Hatter” lived alone at a camp on Dandaraga Station.  His camp was close to the road, 
and to a gate on the road to Sandstone from outlying areas.  He was, like many others of that age in 
those times, toothless, but he did have a set of teeth that he wore on special occasions.   
 
One long-time resident of the district, Frank Morrison, told of how, when this old chap heard a car com-
ing on the day when everyone went to town to collect their mail, he would rush to open the gate for 
them, stuffing in his horrific orange gummed set of teeth as he went. He would then beam at Frank’s 
new and very attractive wife as they passed through.  However, a glance in the rear vision mirror as they 
drove off would reveal him quickly removing the obviously uncomfortable teeth and putting them back 
in his pocket.   
 
Some days, Frank would stop for a yarn after passing through the gate.  It was during one of these con-
versations that the old chap revealed that he had ’”a big worm in his stomach that was gnawing away at 
his insides”.  However, he reassured Frank that he ‘had it beat’, as this worm just loved sultanas.  He 
showed Frank how he was beating the ‘worm’. Every day, he would take a sultana, cut a little hole in it, 
and slip in a very small pinch of strychnine (a very potent poison).  He would then eat the sultana, being 
careful, of course, not to chew it!  One has visions of the worm within waiting to pounce on the sultana, 
not knowing that the old man had it tricked.  He eventually died, but whether from the ‘worm’, which in 
hindsight may have been cancer, or his own treatment, we will never know. 
 
This old chap was just one of the many who lived and died in the bush, having led unusual lives, to say 
the least. 
 
 

************************************* 
 
 

Owen Daly 
 

Owen Daly, commonly known as ‘Mickey the Priest’, was one of the earliest prospectors in the district, 
and was known to have made 17,00Pound from a mine at the Mainland near Nannine in 1894 and 1895.  
He was working on the Sandstone to Mt Magnet railway line in 1909 for 9s per day, and living on a menu 
of tinned ‘dog’ food and damper.  He died a poor man. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
More next month…. 
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 Colourful recycled plastic 
flower pots for sale 

  
  Would make great gifts, can 
be painted to the colours of   

your    choice. 
See Lady Di 
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JOKER NIGHT AT THE PUB 

  
 
  

COME AND TRY YOUR LUCK! 
  

At the National Hotel every Wednesday Night we have the Joker 

draw. 

Every time you buy an alcoholic drink from 5.30pm – 7.30 pm you get 

a FREE ticket to go into the draw to win the cash prize,  

drawn at 7.30 pm 

  

If no one wins, the cash jackpots by $50 till the next Wednesday. 

  

.... Ya gotta be in it to win it. 
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Slow cooker  
paprika chicken 

Ingredients 
 1 1/2 tablespoons olive oil 

 8 chicken drumsticks 

 1 brown onion, chopped 

 2 rindless shortcut bacon rashers, finely chopped 

 1 large red capsicum, chopped 

 2 garlic cloves, finely chopped 

 2 teaspoons sweet paprika 

 2 tablespoons plain flour 

 410g can crushed tomatoes 

 2 cups Campbell's Real Stock Chicken 

 1/2 cup medium-grain white rice 

 150g green beans, trimmed, cut into 3cm lengths 

 1 tablespoon sour cream 

 Chopped fresh flat-leaf parsley, to serve 

Method 
 
Step 1 

Heat 2 teaspoons oil in a large, deep non-stick frying pan. Cook chicken, in batches, until 
browned all over. Transfer to the bowl of a 5.5-litre slow cooker. 

Step 2 
Heat remaining oil in pan. Add onion and bacon. Cook, stirring, for 5 minutes or until onion 
is softened. Add capsicum. Cook, stirring, for 2 minutes. Add garlic and paprika. Cook for 
1 minute or until fragrant. Add flour. Stir to coat all over. Cook for 1 minute. Add tomato, 
then stock, stirring until well combined. Season with pepper. Carefully transfer to slow 
cooker. 

Step 3 
Cover with lid. Cook on low for 3 hours. 

Step 4 
Increase heat to high. Transfer chicken to plate. Add rice to slow cooker. Stir well to com-
bine. Return chicken to slow cooker. Cook, covered, for 40 minutes or until rice is just ten-
der. 

Step 5 
Remove lid. Add beans. Cook for 15 minutes or until rice and beans are tender. Stir in 
sour cream. Stand for 5 minutes to allow sauce to thicken. Serve sprinkled with parsley 
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Vegetable and  
barley soup 

Ingredients 
 1 tablespoon olive oil 

 1 medium brown onion, chopped 
 1 large carrot, peeled, halved lengthways, chopped 

 4 middle bacon rashers, trimmed, chopped 

 2 celery stalks, leaves reserved, stalks chopped 
 400g can whole peeled tomatoes 

 1 large zucchini, halved lengthways, chopped 
 1 tablespoon chicken stock powder 

 1/2 cup pearl barley, rinsed 

Method 
 
Heat oil in a large saucepan over medium heat.  
 
Add onion, carrot, bacon and celery stalk. Cook for 10 minutes or until onion has softened. Add tomato, 
zucchini, stock powder and 6 cups cold water. Bring to the boil.  
 
Add barley. Reduce heat to low. Simmer, partially covered, for 40 minutes or until barley is tender.  
 
Chop reserved celery leaves. Stir into soup. Serve 
************************************************************************************** 
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Pastoralists and D.E.C. in the Sandstone and  

surrounding Shire’s have commenced the wild 

dog bait programme. Please be advised 

BAITS WILL BE ON THE GROUND ALL YEAR ROUND 

Also just a  friendly reminder to keep your dogs 

locked up, or on a leash if out walking. 

 
To  avoid being  

penalised all dogs and 
cats must be kept in your 

yards or on leads at all 
times. Please clean up 

after your dog!!!!! 
 

All dogs must be  
registered.  If  your dog 
is not registered, or if  

you are unsure when the 
registration expires, 

please contact the Shire 
office. 

 

The RANGER is making 
more and more frequent 

visits to  
Sandstone. 

When was the last time you   

visited your local library? We 

don’t just have books, there 

are DVD’s and Audio books as 

well, so next time you are pass-

ing the office, pop in and have 

a look. 
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JPB Contracting 

 
Paul (Scruffy) 

Bennett 
 

Ph: 0427 841 888 

 

Physiotherapist 
Visiting Sandstone  

Nursing Post monthly 
 
 

Please call the Shire for 
an appointment 

08 9963 5802 
 

If  there are no appointments 
made the Physiotherapist will not 

come to Sandstone 
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Mount Magnet Post & Lotteries 

 
We now have Gold Detector Hire 

 
Pick up a brochure from us or the Sandstone Shire 

 
Check out the website  www.mtmagnetpost.com 

 

SANDSTONE LIBRARY 

Open Monday—Friday 8.30am—4.30pm 
Casual memberships welcome 

 

 Interlibrary Loans 
 Audio Books 
 Internet access 
 DVD’s 
 Fiction and non Fiction books 

 

         Hair Cuts  
 

Call Drina 0431 025 760  

 

I can come to you or you can come to me! 
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YOU  MUST CONTACT THE SHIRE 
OF SANDSTONE PRIOR TO  

DISPOSAL OF ANY  
ASBESTOS MATERIALS 

 

Phone 9963 5802  
Mondays - Fridays  

8:30 - 4:00pm 
 

LEGAL ACTION WILL  
BE TAKEN FOR  

NON-COMPLIANCE 

Cut off time for the next Newsletter May 30th 

 

We are always after stories 
for the Bush Telegraph so if  
you have a story ,  a photo or 
maybe a birthday, or perhaps 

or there is something you 
would like to see in your 

newsletter  please contact 
the Shire office 

ROTARY CLUB 

We are the very first Rotary 

Club that is based purely online 

in WA.  This enables people liv-

ing in remote/regional areas the 

option to still provide a service 

to their local community by 

joining Rotary E club of E.WA.  

It’s a new and vital Rotary  

Experience. 

We meet via online webinars 

and the use of Facebook, both 

open to the public and private 

sessions. 

Name:  E-WA Rotary 

Address: www.ewarotary.org.au 

www.facebook.com/ewarotary 

Ph 0408 802 490 

Community Group Name :  

E-WA Rotary—Kerry O’Shea 

rotaryewa@gmail.com 

We’d love to hear from you :)  

Westcoast Seafood 
 

Email: stan@westcoastseafood.com.au 

Contact Stan to see when he will be in  

Sandstone next 
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Looking for Gold? 
Want to Prospect  
near Sandstone? 

 

Please contact the Mt Magnet   

Office of the Department of Mines 

and Petroleum,  

Cnr Hepburn and Richardson St 

 

Telephone       (08) 9963 4509 

Fax   (08) 9963 4488 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Museum & Visitor  
Centre  

Open 7 days per week. 
Tuesday—Saturday 

9am—4pm  
 

Sunday & Monday 
10am—3pm 

 

Ordinary  

Meeting 

of Council 
 

 

The next meeting of Council will be 

held on Thursday May 26th 2016                   

The Agenda is viewable at the         

Sandstone Public Library and on-line at 

www.sandstone.wa.gov.au  once  

prepared. 

Alice Atkinson Caravan Park 08 9963 5859 
Main Roads - Road Conditions     13 81 38 

(24 Hr Customer Contact Centre ) 

Mt Magnet Police   08 9963 3222 

National Hotel    08 9963 5801 

Outback Accommodation  08 9963 5869 

Sandstone Museum &  

Visitor Information Centre  08 9963 5061 

Sandstone Nursing Post  08 9963 5808 

Sandstone Post Office  08 9963 5222 

Shire of Sandstone Office  08 9963 5802 
Ambulance 000 RFDS 1800 625 800 

Useful Sandstone Phone  

Numbers 
 

Church Notices 
Black Range Chapel 

Sandstone 

Any enquiries regarding Mass or Communion at the Black 

Range Chapel, please contact Sr. Annette on telephone 9963 

4179, Mt Magnet, or Leonora 90376392 or leave a message at 

the Shire  Office.  

PO Box 272 Leonora 
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Sandstone Nursing post 
IRVINE ST SANDSTONE 

Nurse - Lana Lefroy  9963 5808 or 9963 5831 

 
Mental Health Services in Meekatharra are currently providing an outreach service 

to Sandstone. 
 

Generally the Mental Health nurse will attend Sandstone with the Flying Doctor on 
the  

last visit of each month. 
 

To make an appointment please call Meekatharra Mental Health Services on  

9981 0625 
 

TELEPHONE HELP LINES 

 

  Mental Health Emergency Response Line 

(formerly Psychiatric Emergency Team) 

Perth WA 6000     Tel: 08 9224 8888 

 

  RuralLink  

Tel: 1800 552 002 

http://www.health.wa.gov.au/services/detail.cfm?Unit_ID=172
http://www.health.wa.gov.au/services/detail.cfm?Unit_ID=2632
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Sandstone Nursing post 
IRVINE ST SANDSTONE 

Nurse - Lana Lefroy  9963 5808 or 9963 5831 

SERVICE May June CONTACT DETAILS 

Geraldton  
Regional  
Aboriginal Medical 
Service (GRAMS) 
Hours: 10am - 3:00pm 

At Nursing Post 

By appoint-
ment only  

Please  
phone 

By appoint-
ment only 

Please  
Phone 

Geraldton Office  Ph 9956 6555 
Mt Magnet Office Ph. 99634016 

Goldfields  
Chiropractic,  
Leonora Clinic 

The clinic operates from the Leonora Community Health Centre 
on main street in Leonora, call 9091 5667 for appointments 

Murchison  
Dental Service 

   
  Appointments are necessary       Ph 0427 386 647 

       In Sandstone 6th—9th June 2016 
               

 

Nursing Post 
8.30 am-4.00pm 
 

Thursday  
12th & 26th 

Thursday  
9th & 23rd 

Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or      
9963 5831 

Meekatharra Flying 
Doctor Service 
RFDS 

At Nursing Post 

 
THURSDAY 
5th & 19th 

 

THURSDAY 
2nd, 16th & 

30th 

RFDS Emergency Number 
1800 625 800 
Meekatharra Hospital 
9981 0600 

Physiotherapist 
11:00am - 3:30pm 

At Nursing Post 

Tuesday 

23rd 
Tuesday  

27th 

Contact Shire office for  
enquiries or appointments  
Ph 9963 5802  
 

PODIATRIST 

 

  
                               GRAMS Geraldton  
                                   Ph 9956 6555 

Mt Magnet  
Pharmacy 

                                   Ph/fax  9963 4788 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 

Doctors Clinic 

6 

 

7 

St John in the 

Park 

8 9 10 11 12 

 

Nurses Clinic 

13 14 

15 16 17 18 

Bus going to  

Mt Magnet 

19 Drs 

Clinic 

 

20 

Shire RDO 

21 

 

Bush 

Fire meet 

22 23 

Physio  
24 25 

 

26 

 

Nurses Clinic 

27 

 

28 

29 30 31     

       

If you would like your event to appear on the Community Planner please contact the Shire of   
Sandstone   Phone: 9963 5802 Fax: 9963 5852 Email: reception@sandstone.wa.gov.au 

MAY 2016 

**Internet is available at Sandstone Library in the  

Shire building** 

Monday—Friday,  

8.30am—4.30pm 

 
We don’t have WIFI but you can use our  

computers to access the internet 

 


