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     Shire News 
     Shire of Sandstone 

     Hack Street SANDSTONE WA 6639 
     Phone: 08 9963 5802  Fax: 08 9663 5852 

    Email: reception@sandstone.wa.gov.au 

 
FROM THE DESK OF THE CEO 

 
As we head into the new tourist season things are starting to get busier in preparation for 

the influx of visitors. The arborist and tree loppers have been in and tidied up trees at the 

caravan park and generally around town. 80 tonne of blue metal has been spread and com-

pacted at the caravan park to prevent a repeat of last year when the rain created a mud patch 

which people stepped out of their caravans into. A plumber has also been in town making 

some modifications to improve the water system at the park. 

 

Council Decisions 

Decisions made by Council at the March meeting included the transfer of the budget alloca-

tion for new blinds on the southern side of the community rec centre to the purchase and 

installation of new reverse cycle air conditioning for the centre. The current blinds are rare-

ly used and the existing air conditioning is nearing its use by date. The new Works Supervi-

sor has also requested some changes to the plant list to improve productivity and Council 

resolved to sell the recently purchased Komatsu backhoe and purchase a new front end 

loader better suited to road works enabling the existing loader that is not so suited to road 

construction to be utilised at the depot and rubbish tip in place of the backhoe.  My 6 month 

probation period as CEO ended in early March and Council resolved at the meeting that my 

appointment be made permanent. I look forward to being in Sandstone for a few more years 

and remind everyone that my door is always open if you have a complaint, suggestion or 

just want to talk about things that are happening or not happening in the shire. 

 

Community Strategic Plan Review 

The 10 year Community Strategic Plan is due for a major review and in the next couple of 

months you will be asked to have input into the review to let us know what you, the com-

munity, want the Shire of Sandstone to look like.  Please keep a look out on notice boards, 

the shire website and in the Bush Telegraph for when your input is required and have a say 

in the future of your shire. 

 

Harry Hawkins 

Chief Executive Officer 
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Our ANZAC day service will be held on Tuesday 25th April on 
the lawn beside the Town Hall, (old Shire building)  

commencing at 11am sharp. 
 
 

The service will be followed by morning tea in the old  
chambers room. 

 
Everyone is welcome. 
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COMMUNITY BUS TAKING PASSENGERS TO MT MAGNET 
 
 
The Sandstone Community Bus will be travelling to Mt Magnet regularly for Shire business. 
 
If anyone needs to travel to Mt Magnet, we usually have available seats.  We can take a       
maximum of 6 passengers so please book -  please be aware that we adhere to a strict time 
schedule. 
 
The bus will leave from the Sandstone Shire Administration office at 10am and will leave Mt 
Magnet opposite the IGA at 1.30 pm for the return trip home. 
 
Please book your seat by contacting either Rhonda or Margaret at the Shire office  ph 9963 5802 
 
 
 

 
Next bus will be Wednesday 19th April 
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“Try my Dinki Di    

special blend of        

authentic bush herbs 

and spices”  

 

Best herbs ever!  
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************************************************************************************** 

 
TOADSTOOLS POPPED UP OVERNIGHT IN THE CARAVAN PARK WITH THE RECENT RAIN. 
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A Fire Brigade Meeting will be held at the fire station 

on Thursday 20th April 2017 

at 5pm 

 

For further info contact Deputy Chief Bushfire  

Control Officer 

 

Banjo Patterson 0400 577 775 
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 HISTORY CORNERHISTORY CORNER——  an excerpt from the book an excerpt from the book   

“Sandstone“Sandstone——from Gold to Wool and Back Again” by Sally L. Seniorfrom Gold to Wool and Back Again” by Sally L. Senior  
 

Town Growth—pg 122, continued on from last month 
 
 

At the beginning of 1914, the town was booming, with no idea that its prosperity was about to disappear.  
A walk through the streets would confirm this.  Everything was at its peak,  As census records at that time 
did not give population numbers for individual municipalities or road districts, it is difficult to estimate the 
population.  Folklore of the area gives the population as between 3,000 to 6,000 for the whole district, but 
the lower number would appear to be more realistic (see Chapter 8 for population statistics). 
 
Looking northwards up Hack Street from the water tankstands would have shown a wide street, with 
healthy young street trees planted along the centre, and both sides of the road fully built up with shop-
fronts, and public buildings such as banks, roads board offices and post office stretching the whole      
distance of the two blocks bounded to the north and south by Black and Irvine Streets, and residences 
reaching to the town boundary.  Payne Street was similarly built  up.  Park benches were placed under 
the shade of the street trees in Hack Street, and it was a favourite place to sit and talk in the late after-
noon and cool of the evening, as the shops did not close until late. 
 
By 1919-1920, it was a very different picture, with many vacant lots as well as vacant buildings in the 
Sandstone township, most noticeably in Griffith and Hack Streets, and with the population decreasing at 
an alarming rate.  Paddy Green still operated his butcher’s shop in Hack Street and had his stables in 
Griffith Street, and J.J.Bryant still had his butchers shop also in Hack Street.  F Hug & J Stephenson   
operated general stores in Hack Street, J Hembol a draper’s shop, and C.H. Cobb a chemist shop.  
There were still two bakers, A.B. Prater and R.C.Leslie, also both in Hack Street, Brown & Kirwin still had 
their produce store in Irvine Street, and two hotels were running, the national and the Oroya Palace, but 
the Oroya Palace Hotel closed its doors on 31 December 1920.  The McManaways had already left the 
district in 1915.  The WA Bank building was still there but had ceased operating in 1917. 
 
It was fortunate that at that time the pastoral industry, still in its infancy in this area, began to develop in 
leaps and bounds, for as the mining closed down to almost nothing, the pastoral industry bloomed, bring-
ing new people to the area for reasons other than mining.  Had this not happened, Sandstone would 
have completely disappeared as a township by 1930, if not before.  The stations brought new employees 
into the area, and many men who had worked at mining in the past were able to transfer their skills to the 
pastoral industry  Miners became skilful well sinkers, while others took on fencing and general stock 
work, and builders such as William Stonehouse built the homesteads, men’s quarters, outcamps and 
shearing sheds needed on the station where sheep were run.  Many left the area, but a nucleus stayed 
on, and some of their descendants are still there. 
By 1933, all but the most hardy of the street trees had died, and the population had shrunk back to a 
handful. 
 
The population of the town remained relatively static from the 1930’s to the late 1960’s, when there was 
an influx of nickel exploration parties following the discovery of nickel at Poseidon, near Laverton, but this 
faded fast and did very little for the Sandstone township. 
During the late 1930’s, there were only two general stores, ‘Doolie’ Morris’s store in Hack Street and Tom 
Cummins’s (by now a very old man) store opposite the railway station, and no butcher.  Spencer operat-
ed the bakery into the early 1930’s, but was eventually forced to move on as the population dwindled fur-
ther.  The bakers oven remained behind the house next to the post office for many years.  In the late 
1940’s, following Doolie’s death, a general store was built on the corner of Oroya and Hack Streets and 
operated by Mr and Mrs Frank Clinch Jnr.  In the 1950’s, they sold this to Mr & Mrs Don Ross, who ran it 
until they retired to Perth in mid-1975. 
 

 
More next month…. 
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TRAILER FOR SALE 

 

$4,800 

 
All enquiries call Ron  Edmonds 

 

0408 338 578 
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*************************************** 

 
JOKER NIGHT AT THE PUB 

  

COME AND TRY YOUR LUCK! 
  

At the National Hotel every Wednesday Night we have the Joker 

draw. 

Every time you buy an alcoholic drink from 5.30pm – 7.30 pm you get 

a FREE ticket to go into the draw to win the cash prize,  

drawn at 7.30 pm 

  

If no one wins, the cash jackpots by $50 till the next Wednesday. 

  

.... Ya gotta be in it to win it. 
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CHICKEN MARENGO 

Ingredients 
 

 1 tablespoon olive oil 

 600g chicken thigh fillets, trimmed, quartered 

 200g cup mushrooms, thinly sliced 

 2 garlic cloves, finely chopped 

 1 tablespoon tomato paste 

 2 tablespoons brandy, optional 

 80ml (1/3 cup) white wine 

 400g can crushed tomatoes 

 2 teaspoons dried oregano leaves 

 8 slices sourdough bread 

 8 medium green prawns, peeled, deveined 

 200g jar pitted kalamata olives, drained 

 1/4 cup chopped fresh continental parsley 

 

   METHOD   

Heat the oil in a large non-stick frying pan over medium-high heat. Season chicken. Cook for 3 minutes 
each side or until browned. Transfer to a plate.  
 
Add the mushroom and garlic to the frying pan. Stir for 3 minutes or until mushroom softens. Add the to-
mato paste and stir for 1 minute or until combined. Stir in the brandy. Add the wine and simmer for 1 mi-
nute. Stir in the tomato and oregano. Reduce heat to medium-low. Add the chicken and simmer, stirring 
often, for 15 minutes or until the chicken is cooked through.  
 
Meanwhile, heat a chargrill on high. Spray with oil. Cook the bread and prawns, turning halfway, for 3 
minutes or until cooked through.  
 
Stir the olives and parsley into the chicken mixture and season. Divide among plates and serve with the 
chargrilled bread and prawns 
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Pastoralists and D.E.C. in the Sandstone and  

surrounding Shire’s have an ongoing wild dog 

bait programme. Please be advised 

BAITS WILL BE ON THE GROUND ALL YEAR ROUND 

Also just a  friendly reminder to keep your dogs 

locked up, or on a leash if out walking. 

 
To  avoid being  

penalised all dogs and 
cats must be kept in your 

yards or on leads at all 
times. Please clean up 

after your dog!!!!! 
 

All dogs must be  
registered.  If  your dog 
is not registered, or if  

you are unsure when the 
registration expires, 

please contact the Shire 
office. 

 

The RANGER is making 
more and more frequent 

visits to  
Sandstone. 

When was the last time you   

visited your local library? 

 

We don’t just have books, 

there are DVD’s and Audio 

books as well, so next time 

you are passing the office, 

pop in and have a look. 
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JPB Contracting 

 
Paul (Scruffy) 

Bennett 
 

Ph: 0427 841 888 

 

 
Physiotherapist 

Visiting Sandstone  
Nursing Post monthly 

 
 
 
 

Please call the Shire   
office for an  
Appointment 

 
08 9963 5802 
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Mount Magnet Post & Lotteries 

 
Gifts, cards, stationery, art supplies. 

Passport photos and much more 
Drop in and browse 

 

Check out the website  www.mtmagnetpost.com 
 

Phone: 08 9963 4219 

 
SANDSTONE LIBRARY 

 

 

Open Monday—Friday 8.30am—4.30pm 
 

Casual memberships welcome 
 
 

 

 Interlibrary Loans 
 Audio Books 
 Internet access 
 DVD’s 
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YOU  MUST CONTACT THE SHIRE 
OF SANDSTONE PRIOR TO  

DISPOSAL OF ANY  
ASBESTOS MATERIALS 

 

Phone 9963 5802  
Mondays - Fridays  

8:30 - 4:00pm 
 

LEGAL ACTION WILL  
BE TAKEN FOR  

NON-COMPLIANCE 

We are always after stories 
for the Bush Telegraph so if  
you have a story ,  a photo or 
maybe a birthday, or perhaps 

or there is something you 
would like to see in your 

newsletter  please contact 
the Shire office 

 

ROTARY CLUB 

We are the very first Rotary 

Club that is based purely online 

in WA.  This enables people liv-

ing in remote/regional areas the 

option to still provide a service 

to their local community by 

joining Rotary E club of E.WA.  

It’s a new and vital Rotary  

Experience. 

We meet via online webinars 

and the use of Facebook, both 

open to the public and private 

sessions. 

Name:  E-WA Rotary 

Address: www.ewarotary.org.au 

www.facebook.com/ewarotary 

Ph 0408 802 490 

Community Group Name :  

E-WA Rotary—Kerry O’Shea 

rotaryewa@gmail.com 

We’d love to hear from you :)  

 

Westcoast Seafood 
 

Email: sjoppo@katel.net.au 

Contact Stan to see when he will be in  

Sandstone next 
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Looking for Gold? 
Want to Prospect  
near Sandstone? 

 

Please contact the Mt Magnet   

Office of the Department of Mines 

and Petroleum,  

Cnr Hepburn and Richardson St 

 

Telephone       (08) 9963 4509 

Fax   (08) 9963 4488 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Museum & Visitor  
Centre  

 
Reopening 

 
 Easter 2017 

 

Ordinary  

Meeting 

of Council 
 

 

The next meeting of Council will be 

held on Thursday April 27th  at 11am.   

The Agenda is viewable at the Sand-

stone Public Library and on-line at 

www.sandstone.wa.gov.au ,  once  

prepared. 
 

 
 
 

Alice Atkinson Caravan Park 08 9963 5859 
Main Roads - Road Conditions     13 81 38 

(24 Hr Customer Contact Centre ) 

Mt Magnet Police   08 9963 3222 

National Hotel    08 9963 5801 

Outback Accommodation  08 9963 5869 

Sandstone Museum &  

Visitor Information Centre  08 9963 5061 

Sandstone Nursing Post  08 9963 5808 

Sandstone Post Office  08 9963 5222 

Shire of Sandstone Office  08 9963 5802 
Ambulance 000 RFDS 1800 625 800 

Useful Sandstone Phone  

Numbers 
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Sandstone Nursing post 
IRVINE ST SANDSTONE 

Nurse - Lana Lefroy  9963 5808 or 9963 5831 

 
 

TELEPHONE HELP LINES 

 

  Mental Health Emergency Response Line 

(formerly Psychiatric Emergency Team) 

Perth WA 6000     Tel: 08 9224 8888 

 

  RuralLink  

Tel: 1800 552 002 

For local voluntary ambulance service (limited)  
     in severe cases dial 000 

http://www.health.wa.gov.au/services/detail.cfm?Unit_ID=172
http://www.health.wa.gov.au/services/detail.cfm?Unit_ID=2632
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Sandstone Nursing post 
IRVINE ST SANDSTONE 

Nurse - Lana Lefroy  9963 5808 or 9963 5831 

SERVICE February March CONTACT DETAILS 

Geraldton  
Regional  
Aboriginal Medical 
Service (GRAMS) 
Hours: 10am - 3:00pm 

At Nursing Post 

By appoint-
ment only  

Please  
phone 

By appoint-
ment only 

Please  
Phone 

Geraldton Office  Ph 9956 6555 
Mt Magnet Office Ph. 9963 4016 

Goldfields  
Chiropractic,  
Leonora Clinic 

The clinic operates from the Leonora Community Health Centre 
on main street in Leonora, call 9091 5667 for appointments 

Murchison  
Dental Service 

   
  Appointments are necessary       Ph 0427 386 647 

 

Dental van will be in Sandstone 6-8 June 20174 
                  

 

Nursing Post 
8.30 am-4.00pm 
 

Thursday  
2nd & 16th 

Thursday  
2nd, 16th & 

30th 

Lana Lefroy 9963 5808 or      
9963 5831 

Meekatharra Flying 
Doctor Service 
RFDS 

At Nursing Post 

 
THURSDAY 
9th & 23rd 

 

THURSDAY 
9th & 23rd 

RFDS Emergency Number 
1800 625 800 
Meekatharra Hospital 
9981 0600 

Physiotherapist 
11:00am - 3:30pm 

At Nursing Post 

Monday  
27th February 

 
Monday     

27th March 
 

Contact Shire office for  
enquiries or appointments  
Ph 9963 5802  
 

PODIATRIST 

 
                               GRAMS Geraldton  
                                   Ph 9956 6555 

Mt Magnet  
Pharmacy 

                                   Ph/fax  9963 4788 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 

 

6 
RFDS 
 

7 

 

8 

9 10 11 12 

 
13  

 

Nurse clinic 

14 

Good Friday 
15 

16 17 

Easter    

Monday 

18 19 

Bus to Mt 

Magnet 

20 

RFDS 
21 

 

Shire RDO 

22 

 

Fire 

Meeting 

23 24 

 
25 

 

Anzac day 

26 

 

PHYSIO 

27  

Nurse 

Clinic 

 

28 29 

 
Council  

Meeting 

30       

If you would like your event to appear on the Community Planner please contact the Shire of   
Sandstone   Phone: 9963 5802 Fax: 9963 5852 Email: reception@sandstone.wa.gov.au 

APRIL 2017 

Internet is available at Sandstone Library in the  Shire building  
 

Monday—Friday 

 8.30am—4.30pm 

 
We don’t have public WIFI but you can 

use our computers to access the internet 

 

 


